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Turkish army admits copters downed by rebels 

^ military on Friday acknowl- 
** ^ Urdistl had downed two helicopters 
7 A OI ! e eariier diis week and the other 
last month. Ero I Ozkasnak. secretary general of the 

staff - said the rebels used Russian-made 
oAM-7 surface-to-air missiles. The military launched 
a cross-border incursion into Iraq three weeks ago to 

SFf . "Sf® 1 h®** 8 *??■ A ^ of 13 soldierswere 
kiUed in the crashes. The military had blamed the 
crashes on mechanical failure. 



Bahrain denies involvement in death of youth 

MANAMA (AFP) — A young Bahraini died after 
being arrested during a demonstration in the Gulf 
island state, but the government denied opposition 
accusations that police were responsible. Abdel Zahra 
Ibrahim Abdallah was arrested in Sanabes. west of 
the capital Manama, during a demonstration on Sun- 
day. a Bahraini official said, asking not 10 be named. 
He said Mr. Abdallah was released two days later 
before dying of a blood disorder, denying opposition 
claims that ami- riot police beat the 27-year-old to 
death. “He suffered from a blood disorder and died 
from the illness,” the official said. The London-based 
Bahraini Freedom Movement said in a statement that 
Mr. Abdallah died after being “savagely beaten" by 
police during a “religious procession” in Sanabes. 
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Sudan to send envoy 
to Arab countries 

CAIRO fAP) — a 
S udanese envoy will Friday 
begin a rour of five Arab 
countries to explain his 
government’s peace treaty 
with rebel groups signed in 
ApriL Mohammad Amin 
Khalifa will bring mes- 
sages from Sudanese Presi- 
dent Omar Bashir to the 
leaders of Syria, Lebanon. 
Jordan Iraq and Yemen, 
Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency reported Thursday. 
President Bashir’s Islamist 
government signed the 
peace treaty with four rebel 
groups aiming to end 14 
years of civil war in the 
south. The southerners, 
who are mostly Christians 
and animists. have been 
- i fighting since 1983 for 
more autonomy from the 
Islamic north. 

Islamic group 
threatens U.S. over 
jailed militant cleric 

CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Islamic militant group has 
issued a threat against the 
United States and pledged 
to free from a U.S. prison 
a militant Egyptian cleric 
serving a life sentence. AI 
Hayat newspaper said Fri- 
day. “We say out loud that 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man is our leader and the 
- leader of die Gamaa 
Islamiyah,” said a state- 
ment from Egypt’s Van- 
guard of the Conquest pub- 
lished by the London- 
based Arabic newspaper 
“We will not let the United 
'•) Stares do with him what 
they wish. Our date with 
the Americans is soon, God 
willing.” said the state- 
ment. which was signed 
from both the Jihad and 
Vanguard of the Conquest 
militant groups. “Putting 
the leader in prison was not 
a loss ... and it will not 
break up the Islamic move- 
ment. On the contrary it 
will strengthen our ranks," 
the group said. The Van- 
guard of the Conquest 
appealed to Abdel Rahman 
— the spiritual leader of 
Egypt’s main armed group 
the Jamaa Islamiyya — to 
be patient and asked his 
forgiveness for being late 
to act “We ask you for- 
giveness for not doing 
enough for you. Patience o 
^ sheikh,” it said. 


Israelis hold demos 
for peace with 
Palestinians, 
Lebanon 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Around 300 
Israelis demonstrated Fri- 
day calling for an end to 
Israel’s occupation of the 
Palestinian territories in a 
protest on the 30th anniver- 
sary of the six-day war. an 
AFP correspondent said. 
The crowd marched 
through downtown 

Jerusalem, shouting “no to 
occupation” and “no to Har 
Homa,” the name of a new 
Jewish settlement under 
construction in east 
Jerusalem which has 
brought the peace process 
to a halt since mid-March. 
The march, in which no 
incidents, was organised by 
the women's groups Bat 
Shalom (daughter of 
peace) and Women In 
Black. Meanwhile groups 
of mothers of soldiers serv- 
ing with the Israeli army in 
south Lebanon demonstrat- 
ed in major traffic intersec- 
tions throughout Israel, the 
radio said. The women 
unfurled banners reading, 
“what are we still doing in 
Lebanon" and “when wiJ! 
wo get out of this trap” in 
intersections to mark 


the 15th anniversary of 
Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
v* Lebanon. 


Pro-government parties win most 
Algerian national assembly seats 

Despite international monitoring, opposition claims fraud 



Algerians stand in line to vote for a new parliament, Thursday. By Friday noon, 
it was dear that pro-Zeioual parties have managed to accumulate a majority of 
votes, a result considered a blow to Islamist fundamentalism (Photo by AFP) 


ALGIERS (AP) — Pro- 
government parties won 
Algeria’s first parliamentary 
elections since a Muslim 
insurgency began five years 
ago, results showed Friday, 
while opposition parties 
cried fraud 

President Uamine Zer- 
oual’s National Democratic 
Rally won 155 of the 
national assembly’s 380 
seats, while the pro-govern- 
ment National Liberation 
Front took 64, according to 
interior ministry figures 
released midday Friday. 

The Movement for a Soci- 
ety of Peace, a moderate 
Islamic party led by Sheikh 
Mahfoud Nahnah. came in 
second with 69 sears, while 
several other parties split a 
few dozen seats. 

Final results showed a 
65.49 per cent turnout, more 
than nine points lower than 
when Mr. ZerouaL a retired 
army general first appointed 
president, won the presiden- 
tial elections of 1995. 

The lower-than-expected 
turnout and fraud allega- 
tions undermined Mr. Zer- 
oual’s effort to widen his 
political support by 
installing the new parlia- 
ment with limited powers. 

Mr. Zeroual had sought a 
new mandate for his strug- 
gle to crush the insurgency 
that has left 60,000 dead in 
this petroleum-rich north 
African nation. 

Even before the results 
were announced, opposition 
parties were complaining 
Friday of ballot box stuffing 
and charging that observers 
were not given free access 
to voting stations. 

The leader of the Front for 
Socialist Forces, Hocine 
Ait-Ahmed, said “the elec- 
tions were neither free nor 
honest." in an interview to 
be published in the Saturday 
edition of France’s Le Croix 
newspaper. 

Mr. Nabnah’s party filed 
complaints for nearly 400 
cases of election fraud and 
expected to file more. The 
party alleged officials tam- 
pered with so-called “itiner- 
ant polling stations” used to 
gather votes from the scat- 
tered population. 

“Movable polling stations 
still belong to the single- 
party era," Mr. Nahnah told 
a news conference late 


Thursday night 

The Rally for Culture and 
Democracy, an anti-Islamic 
fundamentalist patty, and 
the moderate Islamic Alger- 
ian Renewal Party, also 
announced their intentions 
to file complaints against 
the way in which the voting 
was handled. 

Interior Minister 

Mustapha Benmansour, 

who read out the election 
results during a news con- 
ference, declined to com- 
ment on the fraud allega- 
tions. 

Voting was monitored by 
some 240 international 
observers, here under the 
auspices of the United 
Nations, the Arab League 
and the Organisation of 
African Unity. But they 
were spread thin to watch 
35,000 polling stations. 

Analysts saw the election 
results somewhat strength- 
ening Mr. Zeroual’s hand, 
but that his efforts lo show 
Algeria moving toward full 
democracy were hurt. 

“I don’t think that will be 
taken as good news as far as 
the democratic process is 
concerned,” Mohamed Hen- 
nad, a political scientist at 
the University of Algiers, 
said in an interview. 

But he added that with the 
two main pro-government 


parties- having an absolute 
majority, “they can form a 
government without having 
to resort to other parties.” 

Exiting his polling booth 
on Thursday, Mr. Zeroual 
asked the Algerian people 
“to vote to combat terror- 
ism.” The interior ministry 
even extended voting an 
extra hour Thursday night 
in apparent hope of boost- 
ing participation. 

The Islamic Salvation 
Front, the party robbed of 


Statistics 

Number of eligible voters: 
Number of voters: 
Turnout: 

Invalid ballots: 

Valid bailors: 

Results 


its imminent election victo- 
ry in 1992 and later banned, 
claimed it was responsible 
for the lower turnout. 

“This is a response to our 
call for a boycott.” 
Abdelkrim Ould Adda, offi- 
cial spokesman for die 
front’s executive branch in 
exile in Germany, said in a 
telephone interview, ■‘the 
authorities are isolated.” 

Cancellation of the 1992 
election sparked the 
Islamist insurgency. 


16,773,087 
10.983,985 
65.49 per cent 
493,676 
10,490309 


Party 

votes 

seats 

I -National Democratic Rally 

3,533,762 

155 

2-Movement of Peaceful Society 

1,553,18 5 

69 

3-National Liberation Front 

1,489.561 

64 

4-Nahda Movement 

915,066 

34 

5-Socialist Forces Front 

465,957 

19 

6-Rally for Democracy and Culture 

444.586 

19 

7-Independents 

475,746 

11 

8-Workers Party 

197051 

4 

9-Progressive Republican Party 

65,441 

3 

10-Union for Democracy and Liberty 

49,308 

l 

1 1-Social Liberal Party 

36.521 

I 


Official results of Algeria’s general election 
by Reuters 


PNA rejects Israel’s W. Bank proposal 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinian leaders 
Thursday rejected Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's proposal to 
give them isolated chunks 
of the West Bank in a per- 
manent peace agreement. 

“Mr. Netanyahu can wait 
a thousand years before 
finding a Palestinian pin- 
ner for such ridiculous 
ideas,” said Saeb Erekat, 
the chief Palestinian peace 
negotiator with Israel. 

On Wednesday, Mr. 
Netanyahu outlined his 
ideas for a permanent 
peace agreement to the 
Israeli cabinet. 

Mr. Netanyahu did not 
present maps, but Israeli 
commentators said Thurs- 
day that according to the 
prime minister’s outlines, 
Israel would seek to retain 
control up to 55 per cent of 
the West Bank. 

The Palestinians look to 
establish a state in all of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, with east Jerusalem 
as a capital. Israel occu- 
pied those territories in the 
1967 Mideast war. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy denied that the gov- 
ernment had adopted any 


plan and — in an implied 
criticism of the prime min- 
ister — said the reports 
were very damaging to 
Israel’s interests. 

Under the Netanyahu 
proposal, Israel would 
retain West Bank land sur- 
rounding Jerusalem, 
including the Jewish set- 
tlement of Maale Adiimim 
east of the city. It would 
also annex the Jordan Val- 
ley and large settlement 
blocs, including Gush 
Eizion south of Jerusalem. 

Israel would also seek to 
retain control over major 
West Bank roads and over 
water sources. 

If implemented, the plan 
would leave the Palestini- 
ans with disconnected 
patches of land that would 
make it very difficult to 
establish a state. 

Netanyahu’s senior aide, 
David Bar-IIlan. confirmed 
that there would be no geo- 
graphic continuity, but said 
safe passages could be 
established between Israeli 
and Palestinian areas. 

The proposal also 
implied that some smaller 
Jewish settlements would 
have to be dismantled or 
come under Palestinian 


Netanyahu killed peace-process — Hnssehri . 

WASHINGTON (AHP) — A top Palestinian official here 
Thursday expressed bitterness aba a the cuoeik.status in die 
Middle East and said he -believed Israeli pqrpe minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu k3fed the peace process. ^Sometimes I 
believe that Netanyahu succeeded in killing this peace 
process,” said Faisal HusseinL in charge oT tbe Jerusalem 
issues for die Palestinian National Authority (PNA). 

*Tn any moment there cgn be a explosion and f_.) maybe the 
first who will pay tbe.price for that (will he) those who 
worked for this peace process,” beaaid at tbeArab- American 
Institute. “With such anjatmcksphere of pmk^jwojde cm do 
everything and anything.'’ he said. Me. Imssdm t wbs' in 
Washingtonf or a meeting of an ad hoc committee fbr aid to 
Palestinians. A Palestinian source said Mr Hysseim; would 
meet Middle East coon&aipr Dennis Ross Ftidi^ hnt.U.S. 
offidals'wbuld notconfiicm the meeting. ' •'* *. 


sovereignty. 

Mr. Bar-IUan said the 
proposal was a departure 
from the ideology of the 
ruling Likud Party, which 
maintained Israel must 
retain control over all of 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

“This represents a 
tremendous adjustment of 
expectations by the Likud 
Party. For the first time in 
its history, it admits there 
will be another entity" 
between the Jordan River 
and "the Mediterranean, 
Mr. Bar-IIlan told the 


Associated Press. 

Mr. Erekat, meanwhile, 
accused the United States 
of standing back while 
Israel accelerated Jewish 
settlement construction in 
the West Bank. ■‘This 
American administration... 
is supporting the man who 
is doing everything to 
destroy the peace 
process,” Mr. Erekat said. 

In his appeal for broad 
consensus in Israel, Mr. 


(Continued on page 7) 


King says no changes 
to amended press law 

Jordan w ould have exploded had it not fought '67 w ar 


KARAK (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
put an end to the controver- 
sy that has been brewing 
among journalists and 
members of professional 
associations over the recent 
government amendments to 
the 1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law by firmly assert- 
ing that there will not be 
any going back on these 
amendments. 

“The amendments were 
made after a due study of 
the situation, we have rati- 
fied them, and we are not 
going back on our signa- 
tures and we will not 
rescind our decision." the 
King said in an address to a 
public rally at Mura Univer- 
sity during his visit to the 
southern Karak Gover- 


nm.ire «m Thursday — 
In further explaining the 
aim of these amendments. 
King Hussein said “(lie 
objective should be clear 
for all... freedom of the 
press does not mean pub- 
lishing material that could 
infringe on morals and pro- 
mote vice or cause harm to 
Arab brothers or the coun- 
try's achievements or 
offend people whether they 
are in public office or other- 
wise or to practise black- 
mail. This is not responsi- 
ble journalism.” 

He said “freedom has no 
ceiling but it has its own 
limits when it i> exploited 
to infringe on other peo- 
ple's freedoms or harm the 
nation or tamper with the 
national interests and 


— national unity. Once we live 
up to the required level of 
awareness, we will not need 
any laws or regulations 
because we will then be 
exercising responsible 
actions and controlling our 
behaviour in a responsible 
manner. Referring to previ- 
ous attempts to control the 
press’s excesses, the King 
recalled that a series of 
meetings were held during 
which journalists aired their 
complaints and also gave 
promises and pledged com- 
mitments which they have 
failed to honour “until we 
have reached a point in 
which we found that it was 
inevitable for us to lake 
some action... hence the 

(Continued on page 7) 


JPA fails to achieve quorum; human 
rights NGO calls on U.S. to interfere 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Junes 

AMMAN — The general 
assembly of the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) yesterday 
failed to assemble the quo- 
rum required to convene an 
extraordinary session to dis- 
cuss the association's future 
action in confronting the new 
Press and Publications Law. 

According to an association 
council member, of 128 
members eligible to aitend 
the session, only 54 anended. 
A quorum of eligible mem- 
bers require that 3t least 65 
attend. The JPA has approxi- 
mately 450 members. 

The JPA recently began 
“negotiating" with the gov- 


ernment to have some of the 
most controversial articles in 
the law slightly softened, and 
at the request of Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali. the 
council last week submitted a 
memorandum with the JPA’s 
recommendations. 

“We had asked that the 
government respond lo us by 
June 6. the day of our extra- 
ordinary session,” said a 
council member who asked 
not to be named. 

However, on Thursday, His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
that there w ould be “no going 
back” on the amendments 
(see related story on page II 

“The King's statement was 
the government’s answer to 
our requests to amend the 


law.” said the council mem- 
ber. 

According to JPA bylaws, 
the council must try a second 
time to assemble a quorum, 
which according to the JPA 
source, it will do so next Fri- 
day. However, he said that he 
was not hopeful that the 
council could muster the 
required number of atten- 
dees. 

The government made an 
eleventh-hour introduction of 
the temporary law in mid- 
May, and the association has 
been battling unsucc- 
essfully ever since to 


(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli embassy employee arrested; 
embassy still does not know why 


By Tareq Avyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
employee at the Israeli 
embassy in Amman was 
detained last tveek by secu- 
rity forces for several days 
and has not returned to his 
job. Israeli embassy 
spokesman Shalom Tourge- 
man said Friday. 

Mr. Tourgeman said that 
Khairo Saqer. a local secu- 
rity guard who lives in 
Ramtha, was arrested on 


Monday when a police 
force arrived at the embassy 
in the Amman neighbour- 
hood of Rahyeh and asked 
him to accompany them. 

Mr. Tourgeman told the 
Jordan Times that the 
embassy has contacted the 
foreign ministry to enquire 
about the reason behind the 
police action against Mr. 
Saqer. a Jordanian citizen 
with no political immunity. 

“We informed the foreign 
ministry that we had no 
objection to the arrest of 


any Jordanian citizen 

because this is none of our 
business.” said Mr. Tourge- 
man “but we want to know 
why such action was 

taken.” 

A senior Jordanian offi- 
cial told AFP that Mr. Saqer 
was questioned by police, 
“on the basis of reports that 
he had received bribes to 
help process visas.” 

“He was not an employee 
of the Israeli embassy but 

(Continued on page 7) 


Chief Palestinian Muslim cleric 
calls for boycott of land dealers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Stepping up his 
campaign against land deal- 
ers. the chief Muslim cleric 
in Jerusalem urged Pales- 
tinians on Friday to treat 
those who sell land to Jews 
as social outcasts. 

“You should not speak to 
them, allow them to marry 
into your family or mix 
with them in any way.” the 
cleric. Mufti Ikrema Sabri, 
said in his sermon at 
Jerusalem’s AI Aqsa 
Mosque. 

The mufti said the ban 
should not involve the fam- 
ilies of the land dealers, and 
that the families themselves 
should “boycott the dealer 
among them.” 

“It should begin with the 
immediate family so that 
the dealer should feel the 
guilt of what he has done." 
Mufti Sabri told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

If the family does not do 


that. Mr. Sabri said, “then 
the family should also be 
boycotted.” 

“Anyone who sympathis- 
es with the dealer should 
also be socially banned,” 
Mufti Sabri said. 

Last month. Mufti Sabri 
revived an old religious rul- 
ing dial Arabs who sell land 
lo non-believers must not 
be allowed burial in a Mus- 
lim cemetery. 

His ruling, or fatwa, came 
after Palestinian Justice 
Minister Freih Abu Medein 
said that any Palestinian 
caught selling land to Jews 
should face the death penal- 
ty. 

Israel has issued an arrest 
warrant for a Palestinian 
intelligence officer on 
charges he was involved in 
two of the deaths. It has 
also filed a complaint 
against the Palestinian 
National Authority with the 
United Nations. 


However, the mufti said 
Friday it was up to the 
Palestinians how to deal 
with suspected land deal- 
ers. 

’The Americans should 
not interfere with our law's 
and rulings. Before they 
worry about our land deal- 
ers. let them take care of the 
ills in their society." Mufti 
Sabri said. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
are engaged in a fierce bat- 
tle over land in the West 
Bank. Gaza Strip and east 
Jerusalem — the areas 
where the Palestinians look 
to establish an independent 
state. 

Palestinian officials have 
said imposing the death 
penalty on land dealers was 
the only way to counter 
Israel's expansion of Jewish 
settlements. Palestinians 
fear that every acre of land 
sold to Israelis will be lost 
to a future state. 
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Turkey accuses neighbours of 
arming, training rebel Kurds 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey on Friday accused 
Syria and live other nearby 
sruies of equipping rebel 
iurkish Kurds with anti- 
aircraft missiles that it said 
had downed two Turkish 
:.rmy helicopters during 
anti-Kurd operations in 
northern Iraq. 

“Our intelligence units 
have verified that Syria in 
ilie lirst place, and Iran. 
Greece. Serbia, the Greek- 
Cypriot administration in 
■ 1 'iiih Cyprus and Armenia 
have been playing a Rile in 
equipping rhe separatist ter- 
rorists with missiles and 
i raining them," a senior 
i urkish general said. 

Major-General Erol 
Ozkasnak. armed forces 
secretary general, told :i 
news conference that two 
Turkish helicopters recently 
lust o\ er northern Iraq were 
brought down by Russian- 
made SAM-7B missiles 
iired by the separatist Kur- 
distan Workers' Party 
(PKK). 

It was the Fust time the 
Turkish army admitted that 
its aircraft had been 
downed bv the PKK. 


“The PKK has acquired 
the SAM-7B capability 
only very' recently." Gen. 
Ozkasnak said. 

He said the missiles that 
brought down a U.S-made 
Super Cobra attack heli- 
copter on May IS and a 
French-German made 
Cougar utility helicopter on 
June 4 were understood to 
have been received in 
Armenia and transferred to 
northern Iraq via Iran. 

“The PKK still has 
between 50 and 60 of these 
missiles," Gen. Ozkasnak 
added. 

Thirteen Turkish soldiers, 
including 10 officers, were 
killed in the two crashes. 

The general's accusations 
came amid an ongoing 
Turkish military incursion 
into northern Iraq to wipe 
out PKK bases in a joint 
campaign with Ankara's 
Iraqi Kurdish allies, the 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party ( KDP). 

He said the Turkish for- 
eign ministry had been 
notified regarding the 
alleged help by Turkey’s 
neighbours to the PKK. 

Gen. Ozkasnak accused 


Iran of continuing other 
assistance to the PKK. 
“Nearly 700 terrorists flee- 
ing the Turkish operation in 
northern Iraq have fled to 
Iran and many injured PKK 
members are receiving 
medical treatment in that 
country," he said. 

He also claimed the more 
than 25.000 Turkish troops 
had also captured several 
important PKK bases in 
northern Iraq since entering 
the region on May 14. 

“Our forces have gained 
full control of terrorist 
bases in Sinath, Khaftanin, 
the Bihayr mountain. 
Beyazdag. Haruna. Metina. 
Zap and the Gar a Mountain 
and are continuing with 
mopping up operations.” 
Gen. Ozkasnak said. 

Since May 14, 2-252 
members of the separatist 
Kurdistan Workers Party 
(PKK) have been killed in 
northern Iraq, he said, 
adding 95 members of the 
Turkish security forces had 
also died. 

The PKK maintains its 
losses are less than 100. 

“The Turkish operation 
will continue until the ter- 


rorists are eradicated and 
Mr. (Massud) Barzani’s 
KDP forces gain full con- 
trol of the areas cleared 
from the terrorists,” Gen. 
Ozkasnak said. 

“The operation is only 
against the separatist terror- 
ists and is not aimed against 
any other country or group 
in the region," he said. 

The PKK, which has been 
fighting the Ankara govern- 
ment for a Kurdish home- 
land in southeast Turkey 

since 1984, uses northern 
Iraq as a rear base in attack- 
ing targets inside Turkish 
territory. 

Last month, the KDP 
cleared the main northern 
Iraqi city of Arbil from the 
PKK. 

Iran and the Arab states 
have condemned the Turk- 
ish incursion. urging 
Ankara to pull back its 
troops from northern Iraq 
immediately. 

Turkey maintains that it 
respects Iraq’s territorial 
integrity despite the incur- 
sion. 


Israeli officer suspended over Poland tour scandal 


I'EL AVIV (AFP) — An 
Israeli colonel who led a 
group of army officers on 
an official tour in Poland 
which took in Nazi death 
camps by day and casinos 
by night has been suspend- 
ed. military sources said 
Thursday. 


The officer headed a dele- 
gation of around 60 cadets 
from the army's School of 
High Command on the edu- 
cational tour, which scan- 
dalised Israel when news 
leaked out of their gambling 
and other activities. 

Israeli television and radio 


reported Thursday that the 
officers played cards on 
their way ro and from visits 
to the infamous death 
camps of Auschwitz and 
Treblinka as well as the for- 
mer Warsaw ghetto, and 
enjoyed themselves in casi- 
nos at niehL 


Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordecbai ordered an 
immediate investigation 
into the officers' actions, 
while Avner Shalev, director 
of the Yad Vashem memori- 
al to the Jews who died in 
the Holocaust, condemned 
their “lack of sensitivity." 


Saudi pilot 
rescues 
stranded 
Jumbo 747 


MADRAS (AFP) — A 
Saudia Boeing 747 was 
flown out from a tiny Indian 
military airbase Friday, Five 
days after it landed there 
mistaking it for a nearby 
international airport, offi- 
cials said. 

Air Force officers at the 
Tambaram base, some 10 
kilometres from the city of 
Madras, said the plane took 
off at 4:48 p.m. and landed 
safely at Madras' Meenam- 
bakkam Internationa] Air- 
port nine minutes later. 

Jam Joom, Suudia's chief 
tot pilot, managed lu take 
ilie plane off (he ground in 
just 3.500 feCL they said. 

Witnesses said some 300 
air force personnel and jour- 
nalists broke into sponta- 
neous applause v\ hen plane 
look off. 

An officer at the Tam- 
harum. a flight training 
institute, said the Boeing 
had been shorn of its toilets, 
p.m try sections and seats 
and much of its fuel and 
towed co the main runway. 
5.N53 feet long, at 1 :0O p.m. 


Groom, parents killed in car 
accident en route to wedding 


JERICHO. West Bank (AP) 
— An Israeli groom. Ills par- 
ents and two friends where 
killed en route to die wedding 
when their car veered off tire 
road and overturned in the 
West Bank, radio reports said 
Friday. 

The five had disappeared 
on Thursday, setting off a 
massive search amid suspi- 
cions they might have been 
kidnapped and killed by 
Palestinian militants. 

Throughout the night, 
Israeli and Palestinian forces 
combed the mostly barren 


Jordan Valley. Israeli troops, 
backed by helicopters and 
tracking dogs, set up road- 
blocks and checked passing 
Palestinian vehicles. The 
searches focused on several 
Arab villages north of the 
autonomous town of Jericho. 

The five had left Jerusalem 
on Thursday afternoon and 
were headed north, toward a 
communal agricultural settle- 
ment near Tiberias on the Sea 
of Galilee, where the wedding 
was to take place. The road 
from Jerusalem to Tiberias 
rams largely through the West 


Bank's Jordan Valley. 

When the groom had failed 
to arrive Thursday evening, 
police and army were alerted 
byAvraham Burg, head of the 
Jewish agency and a relative 
of the groom. “I don’t 
remember such an intense 
drama," Ml Burg told Israel 
Radio. 

The accident occurred near 
the Jewish settlement of 
Argaman, about 20 kilome- 
tres north of Jericbo. The car 
veered off the road, over- 
turned and fell beneath a 
bridge. 


VICTORY OVER THE ISLAMISTS: Supporters of President liamine Zeroual's National Democratic 
Rally rejoice as Friday's Algerian parliamentary election results turn out in their favour (Photo by AFP) 


Iran criticises exclusion of 
Islamists from Algerian polls 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran on 
Friday criticised the exclu- 
sion of the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) from Algeria's 
elections, saying the ban 
threw into question the legiti- 
macy of tiie polls. 

“Can a poll without the par- 
ticipation of the FIS be con- 
sidered an election," said 
Ayatollah Mo hammad Yazdi, 
Iran's most senior judicial 
official, during weekly 


prayers at Tehran University. 

'‘Worldwide oppression has 
dragged down the natural and 
undeniable rights of the 
Islamists in Algeria who won 
the last elections and were 
put out of power by a dictato- 
rial regime” be said. 

Algerians went to the polls 
on Thursday to elect a new 
legislature amid a massive 
security clamp down, and 
results from the polls were 


expected later Friday. 

FIS, which was poised to 
win the last elections that 
were aborted by the army in 
January 1992, was banned 
from taking part in the polls 
and its exiled leaders called 
on Algerians to boycott them. 

Since the cancellation of 
the 1992 polls, Islamist mili- 
tants have waged a bloody 
campaign against the security 
services, with both sides 


committing atrinrities. An 
estimated 60.000 people have 
died in the violence. 

Iran and Algeria have hard- 
ly had any ties since the 
aborted 1992 polls, with 
Tehran refusing to recognise 
the legitimacy of the 1995 
presidential elections in Alge- 
ria and in favour of the cre- 
ation of an Islamic state in the 
country. 


Israeli, U.S. officiate to meet over airline dispute 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
Israeli airline El A1 has 
been barred from operating 
direct flights to three major 
U.S. cities as part of a dis- 
pute over flight rights, 
media reported Friday. 

The U.S. Department of 
Transportation banned El 
AJ from expanding its U.S. 
service to Orlando, Dal- 
las/Fort Worth and Wash- 


ington, D.CTBaltimore 
after Israel prevented the 
U.S. charter carrier Tower 
Air from launching a Tel 
Aviv-Athens-New York 
route, the Jerusalem Post 
daily said. 

Israeli and U.S; trans- 
portation officials were to 
meet Friday to try and solve 
the dispute. 

Israel’s Civil Aviation 


Authority apparently will 
allow Tower Air to begin its 
Tel Aviv-Athens-New York 
route only in October, 
rather than during the sum- 
mer season, because the 
request arrived late, the 
Post said. 

The newspaper quoted 
U.S. officials as saying the 
decision to ban the El A1 
flights came after efforts 


through diplomatic chan- 
nels failed to change 
Israel’s policy regarding 
Tower Air. 

El A! spokesman Nach- 
man Kleinian said El AI 
would keep its commitment 
co fly passengers to Orlan- 
do and Baltimore but would 
have to land first in New 
York before continuing the 
service. 


Syrians despair of returning to Golan , 30 years on from war 


Bv Wadih El Helou 

,\FP 

QUNEITRA. Syria — Syrians driven 
from the Golan Heights in die 1967 
Arab-lsraeli war mark 30 years of Israeli 
occupation this week with their hopes of 
returning home at an all-time low. 

Two years ago. swept alone by eupho- 
ria surrounding the peace process. Syri- 
ans believed Israel’s dovish Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres was on the verge of 
giving them back the Golan as parr of a 
peace deal. 

“They were packing their suitcases to 
return to their villages in the Golan, 
occupied since 1 967. after encouraging 


news on the progress of peace negotia- 
tions," said Mohammad Mokbel mayor 
of the Syrian-controlled town of 
Quneitra. 

But an Islamist suicide bombing cam- 
paign in Israel in early 1996 wrecked the 
negotiations, brought down Mr. Peres 
and led to the Israeli election victory of 
right-wing hardliner Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said he will not 
band back the strategic Golan and the 
talks have remained in deep freeze. 

Of the territories it captured from June 
5 to 10, 1967, Israel has banded back the 
Sinai Peninsula to Egypt and parts of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip to Palestinian 


self-rule. 

But all the Syrians have to show for 
the 30 years which have elapsed is 
Quneitra, returned under a disengage- 
ment accord in 1974. Once a bustling 
town of 50,000, it is now a ghost town, 
visited by the occasional tourisL 

Mr. Mokbel said the Syrian authorities 
have kept the town as a “testimony to 
Israel's savagery," accusing the Jewish 
state of destroying it before handing it 
back. 

Instead of returning to their villages. 
Golan inhabitants have to resort to 
swapping news with relatives left on the 
Israeli side of the ceasefire line using a 
megaphone across a so^alled “valley of 


tears.” 

‘There is huge nostalgia here.” Mr. 
Mokbel said. Inhabitants are drawn to 
the ceasefire line each spring to peer 
through the barbed wire at "their old 
homes. 

Inhabitants tell the story of Abu 
Ahmad, who died last week having 
talked all his life of returning one day to 
his native village, which has been bull- 
dozed by Israel. 

Another vows to “walk” home to the 
Golan one day, saying he felt as if he 
was in exile even living in Damascus. 

Under the 1974 disengagement 
accord. Syria recovered a small slice of 
land occupied by Israel in the 1973 Mid- 


dle East war and another captured 
June 1967 including Quneitra. 

This amounted to 663 square kilom 
tres out of a total of 1 ,860 square kil 
metres occupied by Israel, and Mr. Mo 
bel complained it was “pasture lan 
unlike the more fertile land" kept by tl 
Jewish state. 

But the Syrian press keeps up a defia 
front. As Israel celebrates the annive 
saiy of its stunning triumph in 1967, tl 
press hailed the 1973 war as “the ripos 
to the failure in the 1967 war.” 

“Arabs will never give up their land 
one newspaper said. 


.IORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGR AMME TWO 
15:20 riuals Ltidic* l Live firm 
I'ansi 

13:011 French Programmes 

19:00 News in 

French 

1V:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Handin' Will 
Mr. Gvjvr 

2U:IM) Feature film — "Kiiidjer- 
L\irdcn Cop" 

20:00 Magazine Zero One 

22:00 ...Neivs in Eng- 

lish 

22:25 MacGyvcr 

23:15 ... Tcaiure lilni — Visions 
of Murder 

PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND 


03:51 

Fajr 

05:25 


12:34 


16:15 


1«:44 


21:18 



CHURCHES 

SL Man of Nazareth Church 
Sweifleh, Tel. SI 0740 
j .Ysscmhliis of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

! SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
j Church of the /Vimunication 
Tel. 637440. 

j Ue b Salk- Church Tel. 661656. 


Terra Sam.' la Church Tel. 
622566 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 625541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
lei. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tei. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
77175 1 . 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 3275 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. S2452S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latlcr-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church or Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

Tire Evangelical Local Church 

in Ammon Tel. S 1 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Depan- 
mcni cfMetowIogy 
Gradual rise in temperatures is 
expected todj> with moderate 


weather conditions prevailing 
and winds northeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MiiuTNIax. temp.. 


Amman 

Aaaha 

17/32 

?4/3R 

Deserts 1 VIS 

Jordan Valley .... 

22/38 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 29 Aqaba 35 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent. 
Aqaba 27 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. BassamKaraddich .759200 

Dr. RamziMazzawi 8947S8 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 776751 

Dn KhaBdAbdo 657129 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .....623672 
AJ Saiam pharmacy . ....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 


Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

XRBID: 

Dc MazmAbuBakir ..276852 

Al Qnds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir Al Lawzi 989601 

KhaEfeh pharmacy 9S5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .....637111 
GvO Defence Department 

.661111 

Crvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- - 630341 

Crvil Defence Emergency ~199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman MnnicipaUtv Com- 
plaints .1787111 

Telephone Information fdirec- 
121 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 


Jordan Television 
Radio Jordan. 

— 661101 
— 773111 
774111 

Water Authority 

680100 

Jordan Electricity 

Anthority 
815615 

Electric Power 

Company 
— 636381 


Overseas Calls 010230 


RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

KhaDdi Maternity, J. Amn 
644281/6 

Akileh Maternity, J. Amn. 

— 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ...636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmctsam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AFMuasher HospitaL.667227/9 
The Mamie, AbdaH 666126/37 
Al-AhB, Abdali 6641 64/6 


CALENDAR 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen Royal Jordanian (RJ ) information 

— ... — — 777101/3 department ar the Queen AUu 

Al-Basfair, J. Ashrafieh International Airport TcL 

775111/26 (08(53200 when? it should 

Aj-my, Marka .- S9161 1/15 always be verified. Information 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 on other flights is obtained on 

Amal Hospital 674155 telephone (08 ) 52700 or (08| 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 523250. 

Special Surgery .. 865199 

ZARQA: ARRIVALS 

Zarqa Govt Hospital Royal Jordanian (RJ| Flights 

<09)983323 08:05 

Zarqa National Hospital 09:45 New Delhi <RJ) 

Ibn S”* -(09)986732 10:30 Karachi. Dubai ( RT 

Al H3fam Modem Hospital 11:00 Colombo (Bit 

ee ~ 

Princess Basina Hospital 19=10 

_ r 402)275555 05:30 BanXpfi 

Greek Catholic Hospital Other Flights 

.(02)272275 06:10 . 1 , 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 07:05 ..London." Dam*^ BA 

AnABA- — “°° S2 CStlC! 

AQABA. 13:10 ..Muscat Abu Dliabi(GF) 

Princess Hava Hospital 15:05 vi- JiJ 1 

(031314m 16:30. 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 1 7: Q0 

QUEEN ALIA 20-10 ;-Doha(Q7j 

INTERNATIONAL 21:10 Sh ^ °" ,GA> 

AIRPORT £5:i^ n "SE , * F ! 

This information is supplied by 23:25 Beam (Mg) 


Amsterdam (KL) 

London (BA) 

Rome (A^ 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

12:20 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
12:40 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

13:00 .Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13:10 Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Grasps. Amsterdam (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 7 

14:05 London (RJ) 

31:10 Riyadh. Dhahrari (RJ) 

“ 1:3 ^ Bombay (RJ) 

* 1:45 Bahrain. Doha (RI) 

33:00 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

^ :m> Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Flights 

J^ :0 ° - Rome(AZ) 

J**® Athens (OA) 

®5 :5 ° LamacatCY) 

London (GA) 

08:10 ..Damascus. London (BA) 
14:00 Abu Dlmbi, Bahrain (GF) 

J? 30 Riyadh (SV) 

J* :5 ° Vienna tOS) 

-Dubai (EK) 

J,:?? Doha(Q7) 

_ Jakarta (GA) 


23:15 


.Cairo IMS) 


” 3,35 Damascus. Paris (AF) , t 

°°'-25 ...Beirut, AmMeninm (KL)> 

P* 00 Rome(AZ) 

07:00 -Beirut (ME) 




Home News 



Jordan limes, Saturday, June 7, 1997 



His Majesty King Hussein prays at a new mosque which he opened Thursday at 
Muta University during his visit to the Karak area (photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 


Children through his lense 

Tanuma captures cultures in faces 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Believing 
that “children are the mirror 
of society," Japanese pho- 
tographer Takeyshi Tanuma 
has travelled the world's 
continents to capture the 
faces of children on film, 
and now these faces are on 
display in Jordan. 

The 68-year-old photog- 
rapher, whose pictures 
reflect a common child- 
hood despite political bor- 
ders. is a winner of six pho- 
tographic awards. 

He had travelled to 106 
countries to prove that “cul- 
tural borders “around the 
world are becoming less 
distinct, according to the 
organisers of the exhibition. 

The exhibition, entitled 
“Children of the Planet 
Earth,” has 90 pictures of 
children playing, crying, 
laughing or just being chil- 
dren. 

“The appearance of chil- 
dren at times earnest, at 
times energetic brings us 
the message that the world 
is one," according to a 
statement by the Japan 
Foundation, which organ- 
ised the event in coopera- 
tion with the Embassy of 
Japan, the Ministry of Cul- 
ture and Youth and the 
United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF). 

Held under the patronage 



Photo by Takeyshi Tanuma 

of HRH Princess Aisha 
Bent A1 Hussein, the exhi- 
bition is on display at the 
Haya Cultural Centre. It 
will travel around the Mid- 
dle East, starting in Jordan 
then go on to Lebanon, 
Egypt, Oman. Qatar and 
Israel. 

“Although people might 
find themselves in different 


circumstances, children 
around the world play, leam 
and cry in pretty much the 
same way. Without the a 
care or any inkling of 
greed, children capture our 
hearts with only the look in 
their eyes,” say the organis- 
ers. 

The exhibition will run 
until June 12. 


■WHAT'S GOING ON 

PLAY 


■p- 


“Jadara Shines Anew" at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 pm. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Abdul Basit Naqqash and Sa'd Hussein entitled “Heritage and Culture” at the gallery 
of the Jordan Plastic Artists Association. Jabal Weibdeh. until June 21. 

* Exhibition on “The Beauty of the Jordanian Environment" by Omar Bassoul at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre, until June 12 

* Art exhibition by Ibrahim AI Abdali at the Orient Art Gallery. Shmeisanl Issam Ajlouni Street, 
until June 19. 

* Paintings by Yassin Shakir at Hamourabi Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5536098 until June 1 5. 

* Works by Guy Ferrer at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh. until June 15. 

* Works by Issam Tantawi at Al Husson Gallery, Irbid (TeL 02/242680), until June 10. 

* Spring Exhibition of Plastic Art “97 at Greater Amman Municipality, Ras Al ‘Ain. until June 30. 


CABLECO plans to lay off 100 employees 

‘Decision prompted by government award of contract to foreign firm’ 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The National 
Cable and Wire Manufac- 
turing (CABLECO). which 
last week lost a JD 3-5 mil- 
lion contract to a Bahraini 
company, stands to lay off 
100 of its 250 employees. 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and the compa- 
ny’s General Manager 
Mohammad Zurkiyeh said 
Friday. 

The government last 
week awarded the Mi dal 
Company of Bahrain the JD 
3.5 milli on contract to sup- 
ply overhead cables for a 
400-kilovolt power linkage 
between Jordan and Syria!! 

According to officials, 
CABLECO was not quali- 
fied to supply such cabled 


In a statement issued 
Wednesday, Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Supply 
Hani Mulki said the compa- 
ny failed to prove that it has 
obtained sufficient experi- 
ence for the work in ques- 
tion. 

Rejecting the govern- 
ment’s position, Mr. 
Zurkiyeh said CABLECO 
was awarded the ISO 9002 
certificate 15 months ago 
and thus is capable of pro- 
ducing the cables. 

“The government was 
exaggerating when it said 
that producing this kind of 
cables was difficult. It is 
not like producing a nuclear 
bomb," stressed Mr. 
Zurkiyeh. 

He told the Jordan Times 
Friday that this is not the 
first time CABLECO loses 


large contracts to foreign 
companies. The recent 
contract award, he said, 
makes the layoff of work- 
ers imperative. 

“The company depends 
on foreign markets, and 
because of the lack of such 
contracts we had to make 
the decision to lay off some 
of our employees." he 
added. 

In an advertisement 
CABLECO printed in all 
the Arabic dailies Wednes- 
day, the company criticised 
the government’s ; decision 
aod charged that obstacles 
have been placed in the 
progress and the operations 
of the local company at a 
time when neighbouring 
countries continue to pro- 
vide backing for their 
national industries. 


“It seems that our share in 
our local market has been 
reduced to a minimal por- 
tion of what the foreign 
companies are offered at a 
time when we are in urgent 
need for contracts to keep 
our factories operating," the 
statement said. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources 

Mohammad Hourani was 
not available for comment 
on Friday. But according to 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Mr. Hourani said 
CABLECO cannot meet 
the technical and financial 
requirements agreed upon 
with countries concerned, 
including Syria, Turkey, 
Egypt, Iraq and Jordan, as 
well as the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social 
Development which will 


finance the project. 

According to the contract 
awarded to the Midal Com- 
pany, the Bahraini firm will 
supply the cables required 
for an electric power link- 
age project between Jordan 
and Syria. The cables, 
Midal will provide, will be 
installed on Jordanian terri- 
tory. 

The power linkage project 
is part of a larger regional 
scheme designed to connect 
the power supplies of Jor- 
dan, Syria, Turkey, Egypt 
and Iraq. 

Mr. Zurkiyeh, who said 
tire company is studying 
who will be laid off and 
when, stopped short of say- 
ing whether any further 
measures will be taken fol- 
lowing the downsizing of 
CABLECO’s staff. 


Associations retract on move to 
reject effective date of overtime pay 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — After some 
initial controversy, the 
Federation of Professional 
Associations (FPA) general 
assembly yesterday retract- 
ed its move to reject the 
government decision 
involving the effective date 
of overtime allowances and 
voted to: accept the cabinet 
judgement. 

The professional associa- 
tions last week had threat- 
ened to cany out a general 
strike in reaction to the gov- 
ernment decision to grant 
public health employees 
new overtime allowances 
as of June 1 rather than 
retroactively' to January 1. 


1997. 

But during Friday’s meet- 
ing, scheduled to discuss 
measures the Jordan Med- 
ical Association (JMA) and 
other associations intend to 
take, the association presi- 
dents read out their recom- 
mendations which included 
continuing the dialogue 
with the government pro- 
vided three conditions are 
implemented. 

“We recommend continu- 
ing die negotiations of the 
joint ministerial associa- 
tions committee for at least 
one month," said FPA 
Chairman Abdul R ahm an 
Issa. 

As for the association’s 
conditions, the 'first 
includes: implementing the 


overtime allowances granti- 
ng pharmacists a 100 per 
cent increase, nurses a 75 
per cent increase and doc- 
tors a 60 per cent increase 
as of June 1, 1997, and 
granting engineers the tech- 
nical allowance of 120 per 
cent as of January. 1, 1998. 

The above condition sim- 
ply calls for the implemen- 
tation of the new 
allowances already set by 
tbe government last month. 

A JMA source told the 
Jordan Times that the asso- 
ciations did not retreat in 
their case with the govern- 
ment He explained that at 
a meeting held Wednesday 
evening between JMA rep- 
resentatives and Minister of 
Health Ashraf Kurdi. the 


JMA was made to under- 
stand that the application of 
retroactive allowances was 
illegal. 

“Dr. Kurdi in fact sees 
that the increase is minimal 
and promised to improve 
other conditions in the next 
six months," said the source 
who preferred anonymity. 

But when this first condi- 
tion was read out some 
public health doctors shout- 
ed in anger at their col- 
leagues saying that the FPA 
was ignoring their demands 
and not working in their 
interest. 

Yet when the motion was 
put to a vote, it received the 
green light. 

The second condition was 
to raise nurses’ overtime 


allowances from the gov- 
ernment-promised 75 per 
cent to 90 per cent and to 
grant journalists a 90 per 
cent overtime allowance. 

The third condition was to 
grant other associations 
such as the veterinarians, 
agricultural engineers, 
pharmacists and geologists 
interest groups a 120 per 
cent overtime allowances 
as of January 1, 1998. 

The presidents of the FPA 
associations were granted 
one month by the general 
assembly to convince the 
government to take these 
conditions into account. 


‘Civil servant 
allowances 
to be reviewed’ 


IRBID (Petra) — Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Mamsar told 
civil servants in Irbid Gov- 
ernorate Thursday that the 
government will reconsider 
all kinds of allowances for 
its employees alter a thor- 
ough study is conducted in 
preparation for next year’s 
fiscal budget. 

Dr Mamsar, who was 
speaking to directors of 
social development depart- 
ments said the ministry will 
implement the social secu- 
rity package aiming to 
rehabilitate and find 
income generation oppor- 
tunities for underprivileged 
families. 

He said the ministry plans 
to stop paying cash assis- 
tance to those persons able 
to work, saying that such 
assistance will be restricted 
to those who qualify. 


TRAFFIC DAY: Assis- 
tant Pubic Security 
Department (PSD) Direc- 
tor for Traffic Affairs 
Major General Abdul 
Raouf Hussein Friday 
takes part in a march 
organised by tbe depart- 
ment in cooperation with 
the Jordanian Society for 
the Prevention of Road 
Accidents (JSPRA) to 
mark International Traf- 
fic Day and Arab Traffic 
Week. The march, held 
under the theme of 
“Road accidents kflL” 
kicked off from the Jor- 
dan Spoils Federation 
for the Handicapped in 
Aijan area, and wound 
up at the starting line. 
Taking part in the march 
were senior traffic 
department officers, and 
members of the JSPRA. 
At the end of the march;, 
Director of the Drivers 
and Vehicles Licensing 
Department CoL 

Mustafa Freihat present- 
ed the march trophy to 
Maj.Gen. Hussein (photo 
by Yousef A] 'Allan) 



New study says water crisis could worsen in 20 years 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
' water demands will 
double in the coming 20 
years, and its water cri- 
sis will worsen unless 
proper measures are 
taken to ensure new 
resources, says a recent 
study. 

According to the 

study, conducted by the 
Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, the country’s 
population will double 
by the year 2020, and 
the total water deficit by 
then will be 293 million 
cubic metres (MCM). 

The study says that by 
year 2000 Jordan's pop- 
ulation will reach 5.11 
million with a total 
water production reach- 
ing 952 MCM per year, 
of which 325 MCM will 


be allocated for non- 
agricultural uses (NAU) 
(drinking and industrial 
uses) and 627 MCM for 
irrigation purposes. 

Tnerefore, the water 
deficit will account for 
233 MCM. 

The study shows 
increases in demands as 
well as deficits in 
resources in five year 
increments until the 
year 2020. 

By the year 2020. 
according to the study, 
Jordan’s population will 
reach 9.27 million, with 
water production 
totalling 1.200 MCM, 
of which 482 MCM will 
be allocated for NAU 
and 71 S MCM for irri- 


gation purpo: 
Water dei 


ses. 

mand will 
reach 1.493 MCM, with 
758 MCM for NAU and 
735 MCM for irrigation 
purposes. 


Thus the water deficit 
will account for 293 
MCM, the study says, 
or 60 MCM more in 
deficit than in the year 
2000. 

‘The Kingdom's 
annual production of 
water varies from one 
time to another because 
it depends largely on 
rain," says Elias 
Salameh, a water expert 
and professor of hydrol- 
ogy at the University of 
Jordan. 

According to Dr, 
Salameh, the King- 
dom’s average con- 
sumption is 950 MCM 
per annum. About 550 
to 570 MCM comes 
from underground 
water resources and 400 
MCM from surface 
water resources (dams, 
valleys, water projects), 
he say. 

Between 60-70 MCM 


can be obtained from 
semi-salt water that can 
be used after treatment. 
Dr. Salameh adds. 

According to Dr. 
Salameh, 650 MCM to 
750 MCM is considered 
to be the annual safe 
production of water 
while about 200 MCM 
comes from the King- 
dom's water reserves. 

He adds that at least 
650 MCM are chan- 
nelled for agricultural 
purposes, 220 MCM for 
drinking uses and 45 to 
50 MCM for industrial 
purposes. 

The professor said 
that 50 to 55 per cent of 
the total consumption of 
water is wasted because 
of the old and leaky 
water networks and 
illegal consumption. 

Ministry study figures 
show that the consump- 
tion in 1995 reached 


879 MCM with 499 
MCM coming from 
underground basins and 
380 MCM from surface 
basins. About 472 
MCM went to agricul- 
tural uses, 240 MCM 
for drinking purposes, 
33 MCM for industry 
and 9.5 MCM for 
secluded areas. 

Secretary General 
Qusai Qtaishat said the 
ministry was able to 
meet 75 per cent of Jor- 
dan's water needs, 
adding that 75 per cent 
of 1 996 water consump- 
tion went for agricul- 
ture, 22 per cent for 
drinking and 3 per cent 
for industry. 

A report by the United 
States Agency for 
International Develop- 
ment (USAID) indi- 
cates that the best long- 
term solution to the 
water crisis in Jordan is 


“improving water 
resources administra- 
tion and upgrading the 
quality of water that is 
obtained through treat- 
ed sewage water for re- 
use. 

The report calls for 
Jordan to reach water 
agreements with neigh- 
bouring countries such 
as Turkey and Israel to 
ensure more water shar- 
ing and joint regional 
water projects. 

Water problems exist 
in Jordan because of 
“the inefficient water 
administration, lack of 
ability to treat sewage 
water and the unsuitable 
water pricing policy in 
Jordan." the -USAID 
report says. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Mu other Had- 
dadrn proposes several 
solutions to the water 
crisis in Jordan which 


focus on restructuring 
of water networks, dig- 
ging more water weus 
for drinking and indus- 
try purposes and raising 
the efficiency of the 
Deir Alla project to 65 
MCM by the year 2000. 

Dr. Haddad in also 
proposed erecting a 
transfer dam on the 
Yarmouk River, coordi- 
nating with Israel on 
ways to obtain an addi- 
tional 30 MCM, estab- 
lishing more water 
treatment plants, imple- 
menting more water 
saving schemes, 
improving the efficien- 
cy of water administra- 
tion at die ministry and 
raising funds for water 
projects in the King- 
dom. 

According to the Jor- 
dan-Israel peace treaty, 
the Kingdom should 
receive 50 MCM per 


t- 





annum with an addi- 
tional 50 MCM through 
joint water projects. 
Last month Israel start- 
ed pumping 30 MCM 
from Lake Tiberias to 
King Abdullah Canal. 

According to Dr. Had- 
dadin, Jordanian citi- 
zen’s annual share of 
water resources reaches' 
170 cubic metres (CM) 
of renewable wateil 
compared to 100,000 
CM for Canadians, 
4,000 CM for Iraqis, 

: 1,400 CM for Egyp- 
tians. 

The deficit in the 
annual share of a Jor- 
danian (86 per cent ofj 
his needs today) is 
translated into two 
symptoms: the 

rationing and rotational 
system of domestic, 
water service. Dr. Had-, 
dadm wrote in a recent! 
article. 
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Sri Lankan forces close 
in on key northern town 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 

Lankan troops driving into 
Tamil Tiger guerrilla territo- 
ry in ihc north resumed their 
advance Friday, closing in 
on a key junction town from 
the east and south, security 
officials said. Troops, 
backed by tanks, artillery 
and air support, were mov- 
ing towards the heavily for- 
tified town of Puliyanku- 
lam. about 245 kilometres 
north of the capital Colom- 
bo. in the mostly jungle- 
covered Wanni region, they 
said. 

“Troops resumed their 
advance further northwards- 
from the earlier held posi- 
tions at first light today/’ a 
Defence Ministry statenjent 
said Friday. 

"Satisfactory progress has 
been made so far and the 
terrorists are expected to 
resist the advancing troops." 
it said, adding the rebels had 
tired mortars at the troops. 

Residents in Vavuniya. the 
gateway to the Wanni some 
25 kilometres to the south 


of Puliyankulara, reported 
hearing aircraft heading for 
the battlefield and the sound 
of artillery shells exploding 
in the distance. The security 
forces resumed their ad- 
vance from positions near 
Omanthai, 14 kilometres 
north of Vavuniya, and Ne- 
dunkeni. 40 kilometres 
northeast of Vavuniya, They 
captured the two towns after 
an offensive codenamed 
Operation Jaya Sikuru. or 
“Sure Of Victory,” launched 
from Vavuniya on May 13 
in a bid to open a supply 
, route to the Jaffna peninsu- 
la. 100 kilometres further 
north. 

Vavuniya lies 220 kilome- 
tres north of the capital 
Colombo. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Rat watte told 
parliament Thursday the 
government was determined 
to go ahead with its plans to 
reopen the land route 
through the Wanni, linking 
Jaffna peninsula with the 
rest of the country. 


The north-south highway 
has been closed for more 
than 10 years due to fight- 
ing between the rebels and 
government forces. 
w Military officials said the 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), who have 
resisted the army’s advance, 
had vacated at least two 
bases along the path gov- 
ernment troops were taking 
a s the y edged north. But the 
LTTE, Fighting for a sepa- 
rate homeland for minority 
Tamils in mainly Sinhalese 
Sri Lanka's north and east, 
accused* the military in an 
overnight statement of sys- 
tematically demolishing Ta- 
mil towns in die north. 

The statement said build- 
ings in Nedunkeni. which 
the troops captured after 
fierce fighting last month, 
had been blown up by the 
military. 

“A concerted dismember- 
ing of Tamil society (town 
by town) is taking place, 
where Tamils’ lifeline and 
self-sufficiency is progres- 


sively weakened by the Sin- 
hala government,” it said. 

The rebels earlier said the 
military was firing artillery 
at thickly-populated towns 
32 kilometres away from its 
forward defences, forcing 
civilians to abandon their 
homes and seek refuge in 
the jungle. 

The military has denied 
their shells were aimed at 
civilians, saying they fired 
only at identified rebel tar- 
gets. 

The rebels also said Tamil 
property and food were loo- 
ted by the armed forces at 
Nedukeni, but the Defence 
Ministry spokesman denied 
the charge. 

Independent confirmation 
of die events was not possi- 
ble as international media 
have not been allowed in 
the war zone. 

The government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have been killed since the 
war began in 1983. The 
rebels say the toll is higher. 



Foreign policy marks starting 
positions for next U.S. elections 


WASHINGTON (AJFPj — Contenders in 
the race to be the first 0.S- president of the 
next century are staking out their positions 
as they toe the starting line, and foreign pol- 
icy is dominating the early debates. 

Already in the battle to succeed President 
Bill Clinton in 2000 are Vice-President A1 
Gore and House Democratic leader Richard 
Gephardt, who duked it out last week over 
renewing Beijing's most favoured nation 
(MFN) trade status. 

Mr. Gephardt, who rebelled earlier this 
year by voting against Mr. Clinton’s budget, 
opposes the president’s decision to maintain 
normal trade relations with China, whose 
government he denounced as “a tyranny 
that debases the dignity of one-fifth of the 
human race.” 

. Mr. Gore delivered a trade address the day 
of Mr. Gephardt's attack, defending Mr. 
CfertOfrVpoliey-^ engagement [wife China b; 
as the only hope of influencing Beijing, 
sure to be one of the biggest U.sT concerns 
in the 21st century. 

Mr. Gephardt a boyish-looking southern 
lawmaker like Mr. Gore, may next tiy to 
distinguish himself from the White House 
duo by raising questions about the adminis- 
tration’s drive to include Chile in a regional 
trade pact 

Congress is soon to consider ‘"fast track” 
authority for Chile's membership in the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) joining the United States, Mexico 
and Canada. 

Many Democrats fiercely opposed 
NAFTA, charging it would hurt labour and 
the environment and Mr. Gephardt intends 
to raise those issues again, his aide said. 

“He doesn't support fast track unless the 
environment and labour safeguards are fac- 
tored in,” said spokesman Eric Smith, who 
hinted that Mr. Gephardt may also make 
trouble over Clinton’s cherished goal to 
expand NATO. 

The Missouri representative and 1988 
White House contender “has concerns on 


the cost and the reaction of the Russians,” 
Mr. Smith said, adding, however, that Mr. 
Gephardt generally supports NATO expan- 
sion. 

So far, no one on the Republican side has 
such clear designs on the White House as 
Mr. Gephardt and Mr. Gore, but the favou- 
rite target for speculation is the wildly popu- 
lar former top military chief, Collin Powell. 

Like Mr. Gephardt, the black general set 
hims elf apart by breaking with party mem- 
bers, first backing the Affirmative Action 
Programme for luring minorities and then 
supporting the chemical weapons ban. 

Other foreign policy issues would likely 
dominate a Powell platform given his mili- 
tary background, and they may also surface 
in the expected bids from immigration-foe 
Pat Buchanan and anti-NAFTA Ross PeroL 

With the economy booming and the crime 
sate' -dropping, politicians are apparently 
looking overseas for inspiration. 

Political analyst Norman Omstein said 
that zeroing in on foreign policy issues may 
be a good strategy as those areas are credit- 
ed with the surprising support for Ml Perot 
and Mr. Buchanan. 

He also noted that Mr. Gephardt has long 
had a populist protectionist stance, it's his 
emphasis that's changed. 

“As a member of the leadership then he 
took a less visible role and downplayed his 
differences with the party,” said the 
American Enterprise Institute expert “Now 
clearly he’s not downplaying anything.” 

“Gephardt is trying to find his sea legs for 
a possible presidential run and so he’s doing 
the politics he thinks he needs to do,” 
agreed a White House official who declined 
to be named. 

But Omstein, a longtime congressional 
watcher, said he found Mr. Gephardt’s tac- 
tics bordering on heresy. 

“As strategies go, I think it's unfortunate 
that someone who is top in Congress would 
take positions that are so much in conflict 
with that party’s president" he said. 


Kohl thanks U.S. for rebuilding Europe 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
inking a break from political 
turmoil at home, has for- 
mally thanked the United 
Slates for its help rebuilding 
Europe after the World War 
II and reuniting Germany 
after the cold war. 

Mr. Kohl, speaking at cer- 
emonies marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Marshall 
Plan that provided billions 
of U.S. dollars for European 
reconstruction, said ’ the 
massive aid programme set 
Europe on a course of peace 
and prosperity. 

“And the route he charted 
has nor come to an end. We 
are currently on our way 
toward building step-by- 
step this common European 
house." Mr. Kohl said, 
speaking through an inter- 
preter. 

He delivered his remarks 
at a wreath-laying ceremo- 
ny for former Secretary of 
State George Marshall, ar- 
chitect of the plan, at Ar- 
lington National Cemetery, 
across the Potomac River 
from Washington. 

Accompanied by former 
President Gerald Ford and 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen, Mr. Kohl placed a 
wreath on Marshall's grave 
and helped plant an oak 
tree. 

Mr. Kohl said maintaining 
the trans-Atlantic alliance 
between Europe and the 
United States remained cru- 


cial to Germany and all of 
Europe. 

“To us Germans, the 
mins- Atlantic partnership ... 
is one of the greatest 
achievements in our history. 
Without that achievement, 
the present Republic of Ger- 
many would not have be- 
come what it is today — a 
free and stable democracy 

— indeed, the most free and 
the most stable democracy 
to ever have existed on 
German soil,” he said. 

“America’s true, firm 
friendship contributed con- 
siderably to German reuni- 
fication just seven years ago 

— achieved in peace and 
freedom and with the agree- 
ment of all our neighbours 
and partners. For that we 
are and remain forever 
thankful to the American 
people,” Mr. Kohl said. 

Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright presented Mr. 
Kohl with the George Cat- 
lett Marshall foundation 
Award at a dinner Thursday 
evening, honouring his 
years of dedication and dis- 
tinguished public service. 

Gen. Colin Powell hosted 
the dinner, attended by dig- 
nitaries including Mr. Ford, 
Britain’s Prince Philip and 
former French President 
Valery Giscard D'Estaing. 

The Chancellor’s visit to 
Washington, lasting just 
over 24 hours, was seen as 
affirmin g the vital and close 
ties between the two eco- 


nomic giants at a time when 
there has been disagreement 
on some issues. 

Mr. Kohl and President 
Bill Clinton bad a jovial din- 
ner at an Italian restaurant in 
the historic district of 
Georgetown Wednesday 
evening* affirming their per- 
sonal friendship and tou- 
ching on international issues. 

“These are two men who 
like each other very much," 
White House spokeswoman 
Anne Luzzatto said after the 
meeting, at which topics 
included recent French and 
British elections that re- 
turned. centre-left govern- 
ments to power. 

Mr. Kohl's conservative 
Christian Democrat govern- 
ment faces elections next 
year and is embroiled in a 
dispute after first proposing, 
then dropping, plans to 
revalue gold reserves as part 
of efforts to qualify for the 
European single currency. 

Washington and Bonn 
have differed publicly over 
Iran, with Mr. Clinton try- 
ing to unite his allies in a 
tough isolationist line in 
response to Iran's backing 
for “state terrorism” while 
Mr. Kohl and other Euro- 
peans favour more engage- 
ment yvith Tehran. 

There has also been con- 
cern in Washington over the 
official restrictions in Ger- 
many of adherents of the 
U.S.-based church of Scien- 
tology. 


Attempt on 
president’s 
life threatens 
Albanian 
elections 

TIRANA (AFP) — Hopes 
of holding Albanian elec- 
tions as planned on June 29 
dimmed further after an 
unsuccessful attempt to kill 
President Sali Berisha. 

The assassination attempt 
Wednesday came two days 
after two bombs injured 28 
people in a cafe and a bus 
in 1110113. 

Political leaders, swiftly 
condemned the attack on 
Mr. Berisha but a Western 
diplomat commented,' “the 
campaign has got off to the 
worst possible start” 

Ml Berisba’s office said 
the president’s bodyguard 
had disarmed a man identi- 
fied as Hir Ceta, 25. as he 
was about to throw a 
grenade during a campaign 
meeting at RrushbulL 40 
kilometres northwest of 
Tirana. 

Albanian Television des- 
cribed Mr. Ceta as an “ex- 
tremist,” and Interior Mi- 
nister Belu] Cela said an in- 
quiry had been launched to 
shed light on die incident 
Mr. Berisha appeared on 
television later Wednesday, 
visibly shocked, to appeal 
to Albanians to “keep cool 
and participate in a worthy 
electoral campaign.” 

He condemned the “ter- 
rorist act” which had oc- 
curred. saying, “terrorism 
is an amoral weapon." 

Mr. Berisha’s Democratic 
Party also issued a con- 
demnation of the attack, 
and of “all forms of vio- 
lence aimed at perturbing 
the normal progression of 
the electoral campaign and 
the holding of free elec- 
tions on June 29.” 

Prime Minister Bashkim 
Fino of the opposition So- 
cialist Party also con- 
demned the attack, which 
he said increased tension in 
the run-up to the polL 
“It could have serious 
consequences,” Mr. Fino 
told AFP, adding that he 
had ordered “very strict se- 
curity measures” to protea 
all the candidates in the 
elections. 

Social Democrat leader 
Skender Gjinushi said the 
incident arose from the 
continual rise in political 
tension since March in Al- 
bania. 

Italian Foreign Minister 
Lambeno Dini said Wed- 
nesday that between 600 
and 800 international ob- 
servers would monitor the 
elections. 

Mr. Dini said the Organi- 
sation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) would send 600 
observers, with the rest 
coming from various coun- 
tries, including 100 from 
the United States and 45 
from Britain. 

“This sizeable interna- 
tional effort presupposes 
full cooperation from all 
Albanian political forces. 


-’Th* of the Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin lies in the mausoleum on Red Square in Moscow. Russum 
President Boris Yeltsin, while on his trip in St Petersburg, suggested that a referendum be held on whether to 
remove Lenin’s body from the mausoleum and give the corpse a Christian burial (Reuter photo) 

Yeltsin warns regions chiefs , visits St. Petersburg 
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MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin warned Russia’s 
regional leaders Friday they were not immune in his anti- 
corruption drive and urged them to pursue “modem and 
competent” economic policies. 

“I know there are a lot of bosses who got big powers and 
immediately opened up their own, big pockets," Mr. Yeltsin 
said in a regular radio address. 

‘They think they are far away from Moscow and there 
will be no control over them. They are wrong. We will start 
with checking their income and assets declarations and slap 
their hands to teach them a lesson.” 

Mr. Yeltsin, 66, resumed active work earlier this year fol- 
lowing an eight-month absence due to heart surgery and 
pneumonia, working on reinvigorating economic reforms 
and renovating his government and foreign policy. 

He says organised crime and corruption threaten the very 
existence of the Russian state and has also launched a high- 
profile anti-graft campaign. 

He has published his own income declaration and told all 
other senior officials to do the same. 

The Kremlin leader said Friday the time has come to pay 
more attention to regional problems. 

“The economic policy of the regions should be modem 
and competent, "like in Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod and 
Novosibirsk." Mr. Yeltsin said in a reference to the most 
advanced Russian regions where reforms have started to 
bear fruit. 

As his pre-recorded radio address was broadcast, Mr. 
Yeltsin flew to Russia’s second city Sl Petersburg for a 
one-day foray into high culture. 

Kremlin spokesman SergeLYasozhembsky; said Ml* 
Yeltsin would' sign a string of decrees in Sl Petersburg, 
home to some of Russia's greatest cultural treasures. 

Some of them “mil sound slightly unusual to Russian 
ears,” Interfax News Agency quoted Mr. Yastrzhembsky as 
saying, citing a possible decree “on St. Petersburg as 
Russia’s cultural capital ” 

Mr. Yeltsin is taking reform guru and First Deputy Prime 
Minister Anatoly Chubais, who launched his political 
career in Sl Petersburg, and Economy Minister Yakov 
Urinson with him, hoping to jolt the former tsarist capital 
out of its provincial stagnation. 

Consigned to second-rate status by the Bolsheviks, the 


city has failed since communism fell to live up to the vision 
of its- 18th century founder Peter the great as a "window on 
the West” 

Now it is seeking to turn things around with a debut Euro- 
bond to raise $300 million on international capital markets. 

While his mini sters seek ways to improve the city s image 
among investors, Mr. Yeltsin’s First stop will be at a statue 
of Alexander P ushkin , where he will lay a wreath to£l 
Russia’s most celebrated poet. 

Ml Yeltsin, a building engineer by training and not 
known for promoting the arts, will also chair a meeting of 
his council on culture and art at the Russian Museum. 

The museum, home to the biggest collection of Russian 
painting and. like all the arts, suffering from the cash 
squeeze which has accompanied Mr. Yeltsin s reforms, may 
get a cash pledge from the president in the tradition of his 
reelection drive. 

Mr. Yeltsin called Friday for a referendum on whether the 
body of Lenin, now embalmed in a Red Square mausoleum, 
should be buried, Interfax reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin, on a one-day visit to St. Petersburg, said the 
referendum on burying the founder of the Soviet Union 
could take place in the autumn. 

Lenin's besuited body was the centre of an official Soviet 
cult and remains revered by Russia's powerful Communists. 

Mr. Yel tsin, quoted by ITAR-TASS, said that “Lenin 
should be buried in the ground." 

“Let the people decide — bury him in the Christian way 
or leave him as he is.” he said. “On one hand we know he 
brought a lot of ill to Russia, on the other, this is our histo- 
.jy and .we cannot hide Jrom iL” . » 

Under Russian law, at least two million signatures have ro 
be collected lo hold a national referendum, and no more 
than 10 per cent of them can be from the same region of the - 
federation. ▼ 

In February Mr. Yeltsin told Russian journalists that Lenin 
ought to be buried “near his mother in Saint Petersburg as 
he wished.” 

He also said that the patriarch of the Russian Orthodox 
Church believed that Lenin’s mummification ran counter to 
Christian tradition. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s remarks provoked a storm of protest from 
Communist deputies in the State Duma. 


100 Afghans march in support of Taleban army 


CHARIKAR, Afghanistan 
(AP) — About 100 demon- 
strators waving the white 
flag of the Taleban religious 
army marched down the de- 
serted main street of Cha- 
rikar Friday, chanting slo- 
gans in support of the Tale- 
ban. 

At the front tine, about six 
kilometres north of Chari- 
kar, turban ed Taleban sol- 
diers relaxed in the midday 
sun, waiting for orders to 
launch an all out assault 
against their enemies in 
Jebul Siraj, another 20 kilo- 
metres away. 

On Thursday the fighting 
had been heavy when Tale- 
ban soldiers and their oppo- 
nents opened fire with hea- 
vy artillery and rocket fire. 

But by Friday the fighting 
had subsided. 

The shops in Charikar, 
roughly 60 kilometres 
north of the beleaguered Af- 
ghan capital of Kabul, were 
shuttered as demonstrators 
marched past, waving the 
white flag of the Taleban 
army. 

The Taleban had evacuat- 
ed the city earlier, fearing 
residents, most of whom are 
ethnic Tajiks, may be loyal 
to ousted military chief Ah- 
mad Shah Massood, also an 
ethnic Tajik. 

The demonstrators appar- 


ently were brought to Chari- 
kar from neighbouring vil- 
lages. 

Mr. Massood’s soldiers 
took control of Jebul Siraj 
from the Taleban last week 
as the religious militia was 
still reeling from a devastat- 
ing defeat in the northern 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif. 

There the Taleban was de- 
cimated by their former Uz- 
bek allies. At least 300 Tale- 
ban soldiers were killed, 
several thousand taken pris- 
oner including Afghanis- 
tan’s Taleban Foreign Mi- 
nister Mullah Mohammad 
Ghous. 

In neighbouring Pakistan 
Thursday, the Pakistan Fo- 
reign Ministry announced a 
three-point peace plan for 
Afghanistan. A plan, the Fo- 
reign Ministry in Pakistan 
said the Taleban bad agreed 
to last Saturday. 

However, a Taleban 
spokesman in the southern 
Afghan city of Kandahar 
said the religious army 
won’t negotiate wife its ene- 
mies until its high-ranking 
comrades have been re- 
leased. 

The anti-Taleban alliance, 
which controls fee northern 
one-thiid of the country, 
said it won’t enter into ne- 
gotiations wife pre-condi- 
tions. including prisoner re- 


lease. 

The Taleban swept into 
Kabul last September im- 
posing a rigid form of Isla- 
mic government that bans 
women from the work 
force, girls from school, 
forces men to grow beards, 
go to fee mosque, bans mu- 
sic, videos and most games. 

Most Taleban soldiers be- 
long to Afghanistan's majo- 
rity Pasbtun ethnic group 
and are Sunni Muslims, tike 
most Pakistanis. 

By comparison, the peo- 
ple of northern Afghanistan 
belong to the minority eth- 
nic and religious groups, 
such as Uzbeks, Turkmen. 
Tajiks, Shiite and Ismaili 
Muslims. 

Briefly last week the 
Taleban army controlled 
northern Afghanistan, but 
they were thrown out after 
they tried to disarm fee 
local population and impose 
their stria brand of Islam. 

The people of northern 
Afghanistan adhere to more 
moderate traditions than 
their brethren in southern 
Af gh a ni stan, where conser- 
vative tribal traditions exist. 

Meanwhile, An Iranian 
delegation headed by Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister Aleddin 
Bumjerdi arrived in the 
northern Afghan capital of 
Mazar-i-Sharif Friday to 


meet anti-Taleban forces, 
the Iranian news agency 
(IRNA) said. 

It said Burujerdi travelled 
to Mazar-i-Sharif “at the 
invitation" of the alliance of 
forces opposed to the Tale- 
ban Islamic militia. 

The deputy foreign minis- 
ter earlier held talks with 
ousted President Burbanud- 
din Rabbani whom Iran still 
recognises as the leader 
Afghanistan, IRNA said 
without specifying when 
and where the meeting took 
place. 

Mr. Burujerdi said at 
Mazar Airport that “recent 
developments ... prove once 
and for all feat the crisis in 
this country has no military 
solution." 

“Iran has always been a 
messenger of peace in Af- 
ghanistan and this policy 
will continue." he added, 
quoted by IRNA. 

He said political power in 
Afghanistan should contain 
"all ethnic groups” from the 
country. 

The visit comes amid an 
increase in tension between 
Iran and the Sunni Muslim 
fundamentalist Taleban. 
which closed the Iranian 
embassy in Kabul MondC/- 
accusing Tehran of interfer- 
ing in Afghanistan’s internal 
affairs. 


4 Russian reporters freed in Chechenya after 3 months 


MOSCOW (R) — Four 
Russian journalists were 
freed Friday after more than 
three months of captivity in 
separatist Chechenya and 
President Boris Yeltsin 
praised Chechen leader As- 
lan Maskhadov for his role 
in their release. 

Three others, a television 
crew from fee NTV com- 
mercial station, are still 
being held in the breakaway 
region. 

“Maskhadov and many 
federal officials have 


worked persistently for this. 
They found them and freed 
them, they did not abandon 
them,” Mr. Yeltsin told re- 
porters at fee start of a visit 
to Sl Petersburg. 

Three of fee journalists 
are from Radio Russia and 
fee fourth, Nikolai Zagnoi- 
ko, works for ITAR-TASS 
news agency. “All four are 
alive and in good health," 
Ml Zagnoiko told TASS. 

Mr. Yeltsin called for joint 
action by Russia and Che- 
chenya to fight terrorism. 


“If anything happens, we 
never back down.*’ he said, 
“fighting terrorism is one 
of fee main presidential pro- 
grammes.’’ 

Chechenya’s towns and 
cities were ruined in 21 
months of fighting between 
separatists and Russian 
froops trying to quell an in- 
dependence drive. 

Nearly every man has a 
weapon and jobs are scarce. 
Fighting ended last August 
after tens of thousands of 
people were killed and 


peace was sealed in a deal 
signed in Moscow last 
month by Mr. Yeltsin and 
Mr. Maskhadov. 

The freeing of hostages, 
especially Russian journal- 
ists. has become a burning 
issue for Mr. Maskhadov 
who, surrounded by power- 
lul field commanders, has to 
prove his grip on power. 

Interfax New Agency 
quoted Russia's Security 
Council secretary, 
Rybkin, as praising 
Maskhadov’s efforts/ 
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WASHINGTON (Rj — 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright has called for 
an all-out effort to bring 
permanent peace to Bosnia, 
saying it was not enough 
merely to avoid another war 
there. 

In a Harvard University 
commencement address re- 
leased by the State Depart- 
ment in Washington, Mrs. 
Albright also urged the 
wotid to accept its moral 
responsibilities by backing 
the Bosnia War Crimes Tri- 
bunal, but she announced 
no new measures for mak- 
ing Bosnia’s ethnic factions 
comply. 

Mrs. Albright said that in 
recent days President Bill 
Clinton had approved steps 
“to make the (Bosnian) 
peace process irreversible 
and give each party a dear 
stake in its success” but she 
gave no details of these 
steps. 

Her speech in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, marked the 
50th anniversary of a Har- 


vard commencement add- 
ress in which then Secretary 
of State George Marshall 
announced his plan for the 
economic reconstruction of 
Europe after the World War 
U. 

She noted that in defend- 
ing the Marshall Plan at the 
rime. Sen. Arthur Vanden- 
berg observed “thai it does 
little good to extend a 15- 
foot rope to a man drowning 
20 feet away ” 

“Similarly, we cannot 
achieve our objectives in 
Bosnia by doing just 

enough to avoid immediate 
war we must do all we can 
to help the people of Bosnia 
to achieve permanent 
peace," Mrs. Albright said. 

Her remarks hinted at but 
did not address directly an 
apparent difference of opin- 
ion with Defence Secretary 
William Cohen over whe- 
ther U.S. troops in Bosnia 
should pull out on schedule 
in mid-1998 or leave op- 
tions open for now. Mr. Go- 
hen favoured a firm with- 


drawal date. 

Reinforcing a message 
she delivered dining a tour 
of former Yugoslavia last 
weekend. Mis. Albright 
warned that the Balkan par- 
ties would get no Western 
aid unless they cooperated 
with the Hague-based war 
crimes tribunal. 

The tribunal, seen by Wa- 
shington as a key to imple- 
menting the U.S.-brokered 
Dayton Peace Accord that 
ended the 43-month Bos- 
nian war in November 
1995, has indicted 75 sus- 
pects from Bosnia, but so 
far only nine have been ar- 
rested. 

Mrs. Albright said the tri- 
bunal confronted not only 
Bosnia but the world with a 
choice. “We can accept at- 
rocities as inevitable, or we 
can strive for a higher stan- 
dard. 

“We can presume to for- 
get what only God and the 
victims have standing to 
foigive, or we can heed the 
most searing lesson of this 


century, which is that evil 
— when unopposed — will 
spawn more evil," she said. 

“We all have a stake in 
establishing a precedent 
that will deter future atroci- 
ties, in helping the tribunal 
make a lasting peace easier 
by separating the innocent 
from the guilty, in bolding 
accountable the perpetrators 
of ethnic cleansing and in 
seeing that those who con- 
sider rape just another tactic 
of war answer for their 
crimes.’’ 

Western countries last 
week threared to deny eco- 
nomic aid to Bosnian Serb 
towns that “tolerate” indict- 
ed war criminals working in 
the government Washing- 
ton has also looked at whe- 
ther a special military or 
police unit might try to 
track down war criminals 
but no conclusion has been 
announced amid fears such 
action could cause U.S. ca- 
sualties and undemiine the 
Dayton process. 


Indonesia strikes out at U.S. Congress critics 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
hit out at U.S. Congressio- 
nal critics Friday, dropping 
its participation in an Ame- 
rican military tr aining pro- 
gramme and scrapping plans 
to buy nine U.S.-made F-16 
warplanes. 

Foreign Minister Ali Ala- 
tas told a news conference 
he hoped the move would 
ease friction with the United 
States to allow cooperation 
on “the many economic, 
political and security issues 
thax have to be faced in the 
years to come.” 

"The government of Indo- 
nesia has decided to forego 
its participation in the 
Expanded International Mil- 
itary Edu catio n and Train- 
ing (E-IMET) programme 
of-fered by the United States 
government as well as its 
planned purchase of nine F- 
16 planes from the United 
States government,” Mr. 
Alatas said in a statement 

He said President Suharto 
had conveyed die decision 
to President Bill Clinton in a 


letter dated May 26 but only 
delivered on June 2 for tech- 
nical reasons. 

Mr. Alatas denied there 
was a link between the move 
and criticism from the U.S. 
State Department over the 
conduct of Indonesia’s May 
29 general elections, which 
the ruling Golkar Party won 
with a sweeping majority. 

Jakarta has come under 
fire from some U.S. Sena- 
tors and Congressmen, par- 
ticularly over its human 
rights record and East Ti- 
mor; the former Portuguese 
colony that Indonesia occu- 
pied in 1975 and annexed 
the following yean 

“This has been brewing 
for a while. It is more the 
congressional criticism of 
Indonesia in general over 
East Timor, human rights 
and democracy issues,” a 
senior Asian diplomat said. 

In his letter, Mr. Suharto 
cited “wholly unjustified 
criticisms in the United 
States Congr^ against, Inh 
donesia which are linked to 


its participation in the (E- 
IMET) programme and the 
planned purchase of the F- 
1 6 planes” as a factor. 

The U.S. embassy said in a 
statement: “While we reg- 
ret this decision, it is of 
course up to Indonesia to 
determine its own defence 
requirements. 

“The United States and 
Indonesia have cooperated 
closely on a broad range of 
regional and global issues in 
the past, and we look for- 
ward to working closely 
with Indonesia in these areas 
in the future.” 

Over a period of years the 
United States has been the 
major amis supplier to Indo- 
nesia, military sources said. 

A diplomatic source said 
the E-IMET courses “are 
generally considered profes- 
sional military courses for 
senior military members as 
opposed to technical cours- 
es.” 

The United ■ States barred 
Indonesia from participating 
in the programme in 1992 


after security forces fired 
into demonstrating mourn- 
ers in the East Timor capital 
of Dili in 1991. Wit-nesses 
said up to 200 people died. 

In late 1995, Washington 
reinstated Indonesia's par- 
ticipation in the prog- 
ramme, which covers about 
20 senior officers annually 
at a cost of $600,000. 

The United States had ini- 
tiated the sale of the F-l 6s to 
Indonesia after their original 
sale to Pakistan was blocked 
by Congress over 
Islamabad’s nuclear policy, 
but Congress has also held 
up their release to Jakarta. 

Diplomatic sources said 
the decision over the F-l 6s 
could adversely affect other 
U.S. military sales to Indo- 
nesia. 

Anti-Indonesian activists 
in Britain have assailed the 
sale of hawk jets by British 
aerospace PLC to Jakarta, 
which currently has over 20 
hawks and 10 F-l 6s bought 
earlier. 


Sharif urges defence budget cuts for India, Pakistan 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Pa- 
kistan Prime Minister Na- 
waz Sharif has called for 
mutual cuts in the defence 
budgets of India and Pakis- 
tan, a private television net- 
work reported Friday. 

In an interview with In- 
dia-based A1 TV network 
the Pakistani leader said the 
South Asian arch-rivals 
should also withdraw troops 
from the divided territory of 
Kashmir through a bilateral 
arrangement. 

“I have requested the 
Indian prime minister that 
troops should be withdrawn 
from Kashmir as a first ges- 
ture which will help in 
building an atmosphere of 
trust,” Mr. Sharif said in an 
interview to be broadcast 


Sunday. 

When Mr. Sharif met 
Indian Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral in the Mal- 
dives last month during a 
regional s ummi t their bilat- 
eral talks were the first bet- 
ween the leaders of the two 
countries in eight years. 

A1 TV, which released 
advance excerpts from the 
interview, said Mr. Sharif 
accepted there were limita- 
tions on both sides pruning 
defence spending. 

“I can understand the lim- 
itations of Gujral, but I too 
have got my own limita- 
tions,” the Pakistan prime 
minister said. 

“I found Gujral a very 
nice person and I hope he 
will respond positively,” he 


said, adding both sides 
should end hostilities. 

“This is not the time to 
fight We must learn from 
our past mistakes and 
should analyse what all we 
have gained or lost 

“We fought wars and 
spent so much on defence 
budgets instead of concen- 
trating on the development 
of both the nations. 

“We have only suffered by 
adopting a path of con- 
frontation ...It is high time 
we should change our atti- 
tude” 

India, which holds the 
southern two-thirds of 
Kashmir and Pakistan 
which has the northern tip, 
have fought two of their 
three wars over the Hima- 


layan territory since the 
subcontinent’s indepen- 
dence in 1947. 

“We must get over the 
hangovers of past animosi- 
ties.” Mr. Sharif said. 

“If something goes wrong 
in India, they blame Pakis- 
tan and if any bomb blast 
occurs here, we blame In- 
dia. This has been our app- 
roach for the last 50 years. 

“1 want to come out of this 
frame of mind for a new 
beginning," he said. 

New Delhi accuses Pakis- 
tan of arming and training 
Muslim guerrillas spear- 
heading a bloody separatist 
campaign in the Indian zone 
of Kashmir. 


played key role in former Zaire 


DAR ES SALAAM(AFP) — Tanzanian troops played a 
key role in helping the rebels of Laurent Kabila win their 
seven-month civil war in neighbouring Zaire, now the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the privately 
owned weekly Express reports in its latest issue. 

It said they provided military training and logistics and 
communications support, and that Tanzanian bomb dispos- 
al experts scoured Kinshasa after Mr. Kabila’s troops 
entered the capital in mid-May. 

Tanzanian officials here refused to confirm the army’s 
involvement, even though an AFP reporter noted that Mr. 
Kabila’s bodyguards had been recognised on television as 
well-known members of the Tanzanian presidential securi- 
ty unit 

“We can’t say anything. We are just observing the new 
developments, which we wholeheartedly welcome,” said a 
senior official in the office of President Benjamin Mkapa. 

The report in the Express follows widespread reports of 
active aid to Mr. Kabila’s rebels by troops from Rwanda. 
Burundi, Uganda and Angola. Those countries all denied 
the charges, despite many sightings of their soldiers, and 
Zambian soldiers were seen transporting Mr. Kabila’s men 
through their territory to attack Lubumbashi, near the bor- 
der. 

When Mr. Kabila fust emerged as leader of the Alliance 
of Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Con go- Zaire, 
newspapers here reported that he had been living in Dar Es 
Salaam for the previous 10 years. 

Mr. Kabila studied in East Germany in the late 1950s. 
returning just before his country became independent from 
Belgium in 1960, but little is known of his movements 
since then. 

He spent at least some time as a guerrilla in eastern Zaire, 
fighting even in the 1960s to overthrow President Mobutu 
Sese Seko, but sources say he spent a great deal of time in 
Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya. 

The newspapers here traced Mr. Kabila to the Dar Es 
Salaam suburbs of Masani and Mbezi. They said he had a 
house and family members in each suburb, and masquerad- 
ed as Mzee Mtwale (Mzee is a term of respect in Swahiii. 
literally meaning “old man”) of the southwestern 
Tanzanian Fipa tribe. 

They say he was posing as a quiet and secretive busi- 
nessman, and that members of his family remain in Dar Es 


Salaam. 

The Express, quoting unidentified military sources, said 
Tanzanian troops were involved right from the start of the 
civil war, when Tutsis in eastern Zaire rebelled against 
moves to deport them to Rwanda, their ancestral homeland. 

It said the training was expected to continue, both within 
the DRC and at the military academy here. 

Mr. Mkapa was quick to recognise Mr. Kabila as presi- 
dent of the renamed Democratic Republic of Congo. He 
pledged his personal support for him, but was making a 
state visit to Kenya when Mr. Kabila was sworn in, and did 
not attend the ceremony in Kinshasa. The only presidents 
who did, significantly.’ were those of Uganda. Angola, 
Rwanda. Burundi and Zambia. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Bill 
Richardson left Thursday for Kinshasa at the head of a 
large American delegation to the former Zaire, the State 
Department said. 

Mr. Richardson was due to meet Mr. Kabila in Lubumba- 
shi Saturday, as well as with officials of the High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees and the International Committee of The 
Red Cross, State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums. 

Mr. Richardson was to tell Mr. Kabila that Washington 
wants a “broad-based” government in Kinshasa and the 
organisation of democratic elections, Mr. Bums said. 

Washington also wants “a government that will be devot- 
ed to a liberal economy, a free economy and an economy 
that will be open to Western investment including, we hope, 
American investment," the spokesman said. 

The United Stales would also like to see Mr. Kabila aid 
U.N. investigators probing the massacre of refugees in east- 
ern Zaire, and punish those found responsible.” 

We would like to see the new government of the Congo 
open to a cooperative relationship with the international 
humanitarian organisations,” Mr. Burns added. 

Washington will hold off on offering aid to Kinshasa until 
it evaluates the new government's performance, Mr. Bunts 
said, adding that no “ironclad promises” had been mack. 

Mr. Richardson could also visit other countries in the 
region, he added, without saying which ones. 

Other members of the delegation include the head of the 
Agency for International Development, and representatives 
of the treasury and the Pentagon, as well os members of 
Congress. 


Night curfew imposed on Brazzaville after clashes 


BRAZZAVILLE (R) — Au- 
thorities in the former 
French colony of Congo 
Brazzaville put the capital 
under a nighttime curfew 
after government troops cla- 
shed with supporters of for- 
mer military leader Denis 
Sassou Nguesso. 

A communique broadcast 
on state television said the 
curfew would be in force 
from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. <1800 
GMT to 0500 GMT). 1 Gun- 
fire continued in Brazza- 
ville’s business district into 
the evening. 

Witnesses said shooting 


broke out before dawn bet- 
ween soldiers and Mr. Sas- 
sou Nguesso’s guards after 
troops in armoured vehicles 
deployed around his house 
in the north of the capital. 

Gunbattles spread through 
Mr. Sassou Nguesso's 
stronghold in the northern 
suburbs and the army sent 
reinforcements. Four people 
were wounded, including 
one of Mr. Sassou Ngues- 
so’s guards. 

Mr. Sassou Nguesso, in- 
terviewed by Radio France 
International, accused Pre- 
sident Pascal Lissouba of 


surrounding his home with 
armoured vehicles and see- 
king an excuse to postpone 
presidential elections due 
on July 27. 

“1 believe that, on the 
whole, the authorities want 
to create incidents to pre- 
vent the presidential elec- 
tions from taking place,” he 
said. 

Witnesses said at least six 
armoured cars had been 
deployed ai about 4 a.m. in 
Brazzaville’s northeastern 
Mpila district. 

Armoured vehicles were 
on the streets in various 


parts of the capital later and 
soldiers wandered round fir- 
ing in the air. The U.S. 
embassy advised its nation- 
als to stay at home. 

France has economic in- 
terests in the central African 
nation and 350 troops there 
— left over from an opera- 
tion to evacuate foreigners 
from Kinshasa in the last 
days of the civil war in for- 
mer Zaire, now renamed the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 

Brazzaville is just across 
the river from Kinshasa, 
capital of the former Zaire. 


Russian Duma votes overwhelmingly for Belarus deal 


MOSCOW (R) — The 
Russian parliament’s lower 
house voted almost unani- 
mously Friday to ratify a 
union treaty with the neig- 
bouring state of Belarus. 

A total of 363 deputies in 
the State Duma voted for 
the treaty, formalising a 
loose union between the 
two Slav stales. Only two 
voted against 

The treaty was signed last 
month by Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and hardline 
Belarus leader Alexander 
Lukashenko. 

“The presented docu- 
ments assume the most ra- 
tional form of integration. 
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allowing our two peoples to 
move towards each other," 
Deputy Prime Minister Va- 
lery Serov told deputies. 

He said the treaty was the 
fruit of compromise bet- 
ween many political forces 
in the two former Soviet 
republics. 

The deal was a watered- 
down version of the original 
draft amended last month 
after liberals in the Russian 
government wanted the ori- 
ginal could give Mr. Luka- 


shenko too much power and 
damage Russia’s interests. 

The lower house of the 
Belarus parliament, created 
after a controversial refer- 
endum last November, un- 
animously backed the inte- 
gration deal with Russia late 
last month. 

The document now has to 
be approved by the upper 
chambers of both parlia- 
ments. 

Belarus opposition acti- 
vists refuse to recognise the 
new parliament and are 


fiercely opposed to the inte- 
gration deal, which they say 
is a sell-out of Belarussian 
interests. 

But most Russians and 
belarussions, nostalgic for 
the Soviet Union which col- 
lapsed in 1991. support inte- 
gration moves between their 
two states. 

Mr. Serov said the treaty 
had potential to be expand- 
ed, so the two countries 
could hold a referendum 
after two or four years on a 
closer merger. 




1 


DOCTORS AND NURSES/ MEDICS ARE URGENTLY 
REQUIRED TO WORK FOR AN OIL COMPANY IN 
THE GULF. 


fflh> 

1 nnU 


SHOULD BE GRADUATED FROM AN ACCREDITED 
UNIVERSITY IN NORTH AMERICA OR EUROPE. 


ik' 

‘"’"V'ia 

' i ik i' 3 ":’ 

.i'"| 

II. "J, 

iulu ''"" 1 


i.ontf 1 -' 

k-j " ,: 't 

I,,..-'’" , 

"V? 

*i * % 

Hi' C'tjrf 








General Agent : Al Mada International Trading Co. 
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AlSamah Bldg -Madina St 
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No need for holes in walls . 

No need for special dranage system. 

No need for special elctricity ... One phase-6 Amps 
Can be moved and operated from one room to another 
very easily and in just few seconds . 

For permanent or semi permanent installation, it needs 
a 2.5 x 5 cm hole only which can be coverd by a special 
and elegant lid . 

Available in different cooling powers. 

Size is available to fit with any interior decoration 
(57 cm wide , 84 cm high and 36 cm deep) 
special advantages: automatic timer - fen speed selector 
- Air Distribution 


SHOULD HAVE CURRENT EXPERIENCE IN FAMtLY 
PRACTICE AND EMERGENCY MEDICINE. 

SHOED HAVE CURRENT CERTIFICATION FOR 
EQUIVALENT, AN ADVANCE CARDIAC 
LIFE SUPPORT. 

MUST BE FLUENT IN ENGLISH. 


MINIMUM OF 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN EMERGENCY 
CARE, PUBLIC HEALTH. 
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MUST BE FLUENT IN ENGLISH. 
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City as divided as ever 

AS ISRAEL celebrated the capture of east 
Jerusalem 30 years ago, it continued to boast that 
the Holy City is its united capital forever. By refus- 
ing to recognise the rights of the Palestinians in the 
city in defiance of U.N. General Assembly and 
Security Council resolutions, Israel is set to make 
the question of Jerusalem the issue which would 
make or break the peace process. The extent of the 
Israeli defiance of logic and historical lessons, over 
and above its repudiation of international legitima- 
cy, is reflected in the Jewish state's persistence in 
believing that Jerusalem will remain its capital for 
all times, unmindful of the long and tortuous histo- 
ry of the city and how powers and civilisations 
gained and lost control of it over the past 3,000 
years. 

Vet the biggest obstacle in tbe face of Israeli 
designs about the future of the Holy City is the 
unshaken and indisputable reality that, despite all 
sorts of manipulations, it remains disunited 
between Jews and Arabs at all levels. Not 30 or 
even a 100 years of occupation would be sufficient 
to unite tbe two sides. The Arab population of east 
Jerusalem continues to live in a separate world 
from the Jewish population on the other side of the 
divide despite all Israeli efforts to close down 
Palestinian institutions and increase the Israeli 
presence in tbe eastern part. Israel has gone to the 
extent of imposing draconian measures against 
Palestinian residents in a bid to take away from 
them their residency permits and tilt the balance in 
favour of the Jewish population. 

Whereas the Palestinians are squeezed in only 23 
per cent of the eastern part of the city, they consti- 
tute about half of the total population. Only 10,000 
new Palestinian houses were built during the 30 
years of Israeli occupation. The Jewish side, on the 
other hand, was allowed to build ten times as much 
in and around Jerusalem. Meanwhile, the dispari- 
ties between the two Jerusalems continue to 
increase in all spheres and services even though the 
purposely weakened Arab side bears 26 per cent of 
the total municipality budget. 

Israel would be better advised to take account of 
the reality on the ground and accept the fact that 
there are in fact two Jerusalems, culturally, reli- 
giously, socially, economically and politically. 
Unless Israel is determined to drive out the 
Palestinian population from east Jerusalem, by 
force, no amount of make-believe would change 
the reality of the divide between Jews and Arabs in 
the Holy City, now or ever. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour has urged Kuwait to end its 
enmity- towards Iraq and take measures to reconcile 
with its northern neighbour in light of the Israeli- 
Turkish LhreaLs to the whole Arab Nation. Jihad 
Momani said that Israel has not concealed its ambitions 
to maintain its occupation of Arab lands and expand at 
the expense of the Arab World, and it has joined forces 
with Turkey to help achieve that objective. Israel's 
ambitions do not stop at Iraq, which is now invaded by 
Turkey's forces with backing from the Jewish state and 
blessing from the United States, and Kuwait has to 
realise that Israel has bigger ambitions in the Gulf 
region, continued the writer. He said that Israel is in 
alliance with Turkey to strike at the Arab heartland and 
ic is trying to weaken Egypt and Sudan, through its 
alliance with Eritrea, to strike at die southern flank of 
the Arab Nation. Kuwait has a real interest in foregoing 
its dispute with Iraq for the moment and to follow in 
the footsteps of Syria in making peace with Iraq in the 
face of the common danger, the writer said. He said the 
time has come for the Arab countries to act practically, 
unite their forces and fend off the looming danger. 

Fahed Fanek. a writer for A1 Ra’i, tackled the question 
of improving the living conditions of Palestinian 
refugees living in 13 camps in Jordan. The government 
has allocated JD 400 million for the planned social 
security net, a large sum of which will be spent on 
Palestine refugee camps, he noted. Part of this amount 
will be coming from the World Bank, in the form of 
loans to Jordan, and part as contribution from donor 
nations, he added. The writer said that while supporting 
the government's effort to improve the environment 
and the infrastructure of the camps and reduce the 
unemployment among its residents, we realise that 
such moves do not mean that the refugees lose their 
right to return to Palestine or obtain compensation for 
their lost property. He said it is illogical for the gov- 
ernment to finance the improvement of the camps 
through more loans which will weigh heavily on the 
state's treasury and eventually on the Jordanian people. 
Jordan is a country that has been hosting refugees since 
1948: the United Nations had rented the lands for the 
camps and it should be held responsible for the well- 
being of its residents. Therefore, the U.N. should not 
shift the burden on the Jordanian government. He said 
that while backing the government’s humanitarian 
moves, it should be made clear that the Jordanian tax- 
payer must not bear the burden to achieve that purpose. 


Jordanian Perspective 

Israel must fulfill commitments 
if it wants regional integration 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


THE POSITION adopted by Qatar vis-ii-vis the next 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) economic confer- 
ence is commendable. On the one hand, Doha has kept the 
door open for Israel to participate in the meeting as a 
member of the regional order genuinely interested in coex- 
istence and economic cooperation on the basis of respect 
for the rights of all. On tbe other. Qatar has made it clear 
to Israel that it has no place in the regional community if 
it does not honour its agreements with the Arabs, particu- 
larly the Palestinians. 

That is what it really boils down to. Of course, there is a 
key element in the equation: how the United States and 
some other allies of Israel would react if Qatar deliberate- 
ly did not invite Israel to the conference. Qatar would def- 
initely come under pressure from these quarters to con- 
vene the conference with a business-as-usual approach, 
regardless of the major setbacks that we have seen in the 
peace process. 

No doubt, the pressure has already started and could hit 
its peak soon, when the emir of Qatar visits Washington. 

For Washington, the staunch force behind Israel, a 
MENA conference without Israel is meaningless. So it is a 
foregone conclusion that the U.S. will try, with everything 
in its power, to ensure that the conference is held in time 
and with Israeli participation, regardless of the Jewish 
state’s arrogance and intransigence. 

Let us not forget that the focal point of the MENA con- 
ferences (as far as the U.S. and some European countries 
were concerned) when they were launched in the euphoria 
of the breakthroughs on the Palestinian- Israeli track of the 
peace process, was tbe integration of Israel into tbe Middle 
East. 


Obviously, tbe Cabo meeting 
and reintroduced die old/new concept that brael sbomo 
not necessarily be given the role of centre ofgraviy m^ 
Middle East. The Cabo conference showed 
and the international community could sd down rnddo 
serious business on their own, as rail we i_ 

themselves. And that if Israel wanted to attend, l ■ 
come, but not at any cost and under W 
had to meet the legitimate requirements of peace 

re fsrael was indeed present in Cairo, but could not gam 
much from it Those who wanted to do 

did not need to go to Cairo. They had toeir own chattels 

and means to do so. But tbe Israeli Ration, including 
five important ministers and nearly 100 businessmen, did 
take back a strong message from Cairo — doing business 
with the Arab World does require accepting toe reality mat 
Israel should recognise and honour Arab rights. ^mes- 
sage has translated into pressure on Israeli Prune Munster 
Benyamin Netanyahu to change his ways. Unfortunately, 
thatnressure did not produce tangible shift m Netanyahu s 
approach, but the resulting frustration among the Israeli 
business co mmuni ty was indeed partly reflected in the 
downwards plunge of the prime minister s popularity 
since then. _ . ... 

The Arabs also did not have to go to Cairo to do business 
among themselves. There have been too many in ter- Arab 
meetings on trade, economic and industrial cooperation 
for the Arabs not to realise that the overall advancement of 
the Arab World could be accomplished through increased 
ties amnng themselves. But there was indeed a big differ- 
ence — the Cair o meeting was the first time that Arab 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Arabs should strive to end all occupation 
of their land, be it by Israel or by Turkey 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 

THE CONTINUED 
Turkish invasion of 
northern Iraq, the peace 
process and domestic 
affairs continued to be 
the focus of interest of 
columnists and editorial 
writers for the local 
press last week. 

A writer for A1 Ra’i 
said that the Arabs are 
oot concerned with the 
internal strife between 
the military and political 
parties in Turkey and 
should not take sides 
regarding that conflict; 
they are only concerned 
with the Turkish aggres- 
sion on Iraq. 

The Arabs are against 
occupation — be it 
Israel's occupation of 
Palestinian. Syrian and 
Lebanese territories, 
Iraq's occupation of 
Kuwait or Turkey’s 
occupation of Iraqi terri- 
tory; and they should 
strive to end such situa- 
tions by all available 
means, said Sultan 
Hattab. 

The writer said that 
Arab diplomatic state- 
ments can by no means 
end Turkey’s incursion 
inside Iraqi territory; 
what is rather needed is 
a concerted, pan-Arab 
effort to evict the Turks 
from the Iraqi lands. 

He said the Turkish 
occupation, which has 
been condemned by 
most nations, is a fla- 
grant violation of inter- 
national jaws. 

Yasser Zaatreh, a 
writer for A1 Dustour. 
focused attention on 
Damascus, saying that 
the Syrian leadership 
has been active in the 
current political offen- 
sive against Israeli and 
Turkish acts of aggres- 
sion on neighbouring 
countries. 

As the Israeli Premier 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
has shown no indication 
that he is willing to 
withdraw from the occu- 
pied Syrian territory. 
Damascus is exerting 
efforts to isolate Israel 
by exposing its aggres- 
sion and continued 
occupation of Arab 
lands. 

As for Turkey l s 
aggression on northern 
Iraq, Damascus has 
taken steps to mend its 
fences with Baghdad 
and has won the Arab 
Gulf countries’ support 
for condemning tbe 
Turkish invasion and 
demanding that Turkey 
leave northern Iraq, 
noted the writer. 


He said that as a prac- 
tical step to end differ- 
ences with Baghdad, 
Damascus has 

exchanged officials 
trade visits with the 
Iraqi capital, opened its 
common borders with 
Iraq and has been active 
in preparing for an Iraqi- 
SyriaS-Iraman alliance 
to deal with Turkey’s 
aggression. 

Jamal Tahat, a writer 
for A1 Ra’i, described 
the current Syrian 
moves to mend fences 
with Iraq as an action 
motivated by the com- 
mon Iraqi-Syrian inter- 
ests and not connected 
with ideology and polit- 
ical views that have sep- 
arated the eastern and 
western wings of the 
Baath Arab Party for so 
long. 

Of course the Syrian 
leadership did not, all of 
a sudden, discover that 
Iraq is in danger and that 
foreign countries, 
including Turkey, are 
committing aggression 
on that country. 

Tbe fact that the 
aggression on Iraq came 
from Turkey, which has 
ambitions on the Arab 
lands and is allied with 
Israel in a bid to weaken 
both Syria and Iraq, has 
motivated Damascus to 
take the recent moves 
towards Baghdad, the 
writer pointed out. 

He said that irrespec- 
tive of the motivation, 
Damascus’ moves could 
open the way for Syria 
and Iraq to attempt to 
solve their ideological 
differences, given the 
new situation on the 
ground and the develop- 
ments in the region, 
especially the emer- 
gence of the Israeli- 
Turidsh alliance which 
is against pan-Arab 
interests. 

Reflecting on tbe situ- 
ation in the occupied 
Palestinian lands, a 
writer for A1 Aswaq said 
that the Palestinian lead- 
ership has all the right to 
combat Israel’s attempts 
to buy or occupy Arab 
lands in Palestine by any 
available means. 

Israel, backed by the 
United States, is cur- 
rently attacking the 
Palestinian leadership 
for passing laws against 
the sale of lands to the 
Israelis, at a time when 
the U.S.-backed Israel is 
maintaining its hold on 
occupied Arab lands, 
preventing the Arabs 
from buying land in the 
Israeli territories and 
helping the collabora- 
tors and agents who 


continue their drive to 
sell the Palestinian 
nation to the enemy, 
said Rashid Hassan. 

As for the 
Palestinians, they are 
overwhelmingly sup- 
porting their leadership 
in the drive to punish the 


supply. 

The writer said that 
abroad people buy only 
their needs of fruits and 
vegetables and control 
their consumption, but 
in Jordan people often 
show their greed and 
tend to buy a lot more 


agents and traitors, who produeethah they actual 
sell toe lands to Israel neetL - 


because they'^onsictef 
this sale as a crime 
against nation, he said. 

The writer said that 
during toe Israeli occu- 
pation of lands, which 
began in 1948, toe Israeli 
leaders have succeeded 
in recruiting 40,000 
agents to help them 
acquire lands in 
Palestine and have used 
force to occupy areas 
which they could not 
buy from toe Arabs. 

The writer said that the 
Palestinians are called 
upon to expose and pun- 
ish the traitors who have 
no sense of belonging to 
their nation. 

A writer for A1 Ra’i 
reflected on the 30-year 
span of occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
by Israeli forces, since 
the 1967 war, saying it is 
to be regretted that after 
all these years the Arabs 
re main in disarray and 
unable to regain their 
lands. 

Sultan Hattab said that 
toe Israeli aggression is 
still in place, despite all 
the accords and peace 
deals, and to make it 
worse, the Arabs are 
divided, weak and 
unable to unify their 
ranks to confront toe 
common danger. 

Thirty years of occu- 
pation have not been 
enough for the Arabs to 
wake up to toe danger of 
Israel’s ambitious 
designs and it is sad to 
see the Arab states 
maintain stronger ties 
with foreign countries, 
some of which are open- 
ly hostile to the Arab 
Nation, than with the 
other Arab states, toe 
writer said. 

He added that it is 
indeed sad to see the 
Arab Nation cry over 
lost lands and involved 
in pan-Arab conflicts at 
a time when the Israelis 
are gloating over their 
victories and consolidat- 
ing their hold on occu- 
pied Arab territories. 

Subhi Fahmawi, a 
writer for A1 Ra’i, sup- 
ported toe government’s 
decision to float the 
prices of vegetables and 
fruits, saying tost toe 
prices should be deter- 
mined by the market 
forces of demand and 


The jairUat 

since greed is the motive 
for purchase, the greedy 
consumer should be 
made to pay higher 
prices. Furthermore, he 
said, residents of west- 
ern Amman who have 
been complaining about 
the high prices of veg- 
etables and fruits in their 
district shonld tty to buy 
their needs from toe 
open-air markets estab- 
lished by toe municipal- 
ity in eastern Amman 
and boycott toe green- 
grocers of western 
Amman districts, even- 
tually forcing them to 
bring down their prices. 

The writer said that 
perhaps toe floating of 
the prices will make 
people realise the need 
to restrict excessive con- 
sumption and so help 
achieve a balance 
between consumption 
and production. 

Jibad Momani, a 
writer for A1 Dustour, 
said that A1 Amal 
Cancer Centre is facing 
the problem of covering 
its operational costs as it 
provides free treatment 
to toe needy people and 
cancer patients are 
increasing in number. 

He said that A1 Amal 
Cancer Centre is a very 
huge institution which 
Jordan, with its meagre 
resources, can by no 
means sustain; at toe 
same time, it is not pos- 
sible to impose heavy 
charges on toe local 
people for cancer treat- 
ment and Jordan cannot 
borrow from other 
nations to run this insti- 
tution and increase its 
debt burdens. 

The writer said per- 
haps toe solution lies 
with a national health 
insurance system which 
would stipulate that 
Jordanians pay part of 
the treatment at toe 
country’s hospitals, 
including toe cancer 
centre. 

He said that toe gov- 
ernment is called upon 
to speed up toe imple- 
mentation of such a pro- 
ject that has been 
shelved for so long and 
solve this complex prob- 
lem. 


countries, as a bloc as well as individual countries, met 
with other countries under toe broad umbrella of econom- 
ic cooperation in tbe Middle East, amid signs of eventual 
peace in the region and despite tbe snags facing Arao- 
Israeli peace making. . 

A MENA conference in Qatar, as scheduled in 
November with or without Israel, would serve toe Arab 
purpose. Israel will be there only if it actually meets toe 
demands of peace; if indeed it does that, then its presence 

there is most welcome. , . . 

And if Israel is not there, then perhaps the Jewish state 
will learn the lesson and mend its ways. In the meantime, 
the Arabs will go ahead with their own approach to region- 
al economic cooperation. 

Now warnings from some countries that they would not 
attend tbe conference at all. raise one question: Should the 
hopes of the people of the region for economic prosperity 
be held hostage to the hardline policies of the Israeli gov- 
ernment? 

We cannot deny that the three MENA conferences held 
thus far, starting with Casablanca in 1994, Amman in 1995 
and Cairo in 1996, did produce results although not to the 
level everyone expected. The Doha conference this year 
will be another step forward and it will definitely add to 
the overall concept of regional economic cooperation, 
with the private sector assuming toe leading role. 

And this reasoning is behind the Jordanian decision to 
attend the Doha meeting. We should not allow Israel to 
dictate our lives. We should go ahead with our plans and 
the mapping of our future, makin g it clear to Israel that if 
it wants to be part of that future, it has not only to under- 
take but also fulfil cer tain co mmi tments. 


LETTERS 

Mistakes should be 
paid for 

To the Editor: 

S EEIN G GRIEF and pain in my friend's eyes, I can- 
not but wonder if what happened could have been 
prevented. Compiled mistakes resulted in toe death 
of my friend’s father. Dr. T. Karadsheh. who had, on 
many counts, led a healthy lifestyle for he was a doc- 
tor and perfectly aware of toe good and the bad; but 
somehow things turned ugly. 

Fingers could be pointed at toe wrongdoers and 
many questions could be asked, yet the guilty might 
get away -with it and- the questions might remain- 
unanswered. We often hear stories of medical mal- 
practices that were never dealt with and left families 
deeply hurt 

It is quite alarming to start believing that toe med- 
ical profession has turned commercial and is open to 
rivalry and negative competition. No one wishes to 
deny our doctors a good life; nonetheless, a doctor’s 
mission in life is so important that he/she should rise 
above us all in being first and foremost the ultimate 
h umanitarian . 

At this point in time, generalising would be a mis- 
take: it is just a case of some rotten apples, but these 
shall eventually ruin toe whole basket if not 
removed. I still have hope that justice will prevail 
and those who make damaging or deadly mistakes 
will be held accountable. 


Lina H. Kasim, 
Amman. 


Unanimous 

condemnation essential 

To the Editor: 

I BH-EVE it is high time to put an end to cold 
blooded, bmtal murders of children such as Nidal, 
Haneen and Hani. Children are toe future of our 
nation, our joy and pure human beings. They do not 
deserve the cruel consequences of toe insanity of 
their parents. If toeir murderers do not get toe justice 
they deserve, I am afraid it will be a temptation for 
more murder cases of toe helpless, as is toe case with 

SSmSL™ of bringing shame u p° n 

* at J , ma “ S ot a three-month jail sentence 
apterous sister is one 
primitive to allow some- 
one to take a life for adulter/'; this can only initi- 

mjLfran r?nSSf n8 ff rieS of murders whereby any 

claim he is 

« ■A-’ssS- rt 

I call upon the authorities to firmly discipline toe 

teisr La WW 


Lubna Dairanieh, 
Amman 11118 . 

late ? ^ contribution, 

special circumstances Lutrr* ? Ut 0rdy under 
and abridging, ** Qn sub J ect to editing 


1997 


ani 


met 

iom- 

titual 

tfah- 

i in 

Arab 
s the 
encc 

Slate 

time. 

?>on- 

i not 
d the 
eriiy 
gov- 

held 
1995 
O the 
year 
id io 
ition. 

>n to 
el to 
; and 
lat if 
ider- 


can- 
been 
iealh 
d. on 
div- 
: bui 

and 

light 

main 

mal- 

lilics 

iiied- 
en to 
es to 
lor'’* 
I rise 
male 

mis- 

ihc^e 

nol 

evail 

lakes 


£1111. 

na:i. 


al 


eold 

lid.d- 

iHlI 
if 'i 
t> 

siitt’ 

n lor 

with 

upon 

cnee 

; oik - 
JIIU'- 

iniii* 

all)' 

L-imj? 

h iii.- 
w iih 

lif- 
er the 

ei an 

iv i* 

treei 

’ J:«) 


riich- 

111* 


j i'M 1 
.j tin 

nuk’ 

JiiiHfi 


3i 


Features 

Critics dispute book’s claim 
that Bible code predicts events 


Jordan Times, Saturday, June 7, 1997 


-j 


By Richard Pyle 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A book that claims the Old Testament 
contains coded clues to future events — Including the 
assassinations of Abraham Lincoln, Mohandas K. Gand- 
hi, John F. Kennedy and Yitzhak Rabin — is creating an 
uproar in theological circles. 

At least lor the moment, sceptics appeared to hold the 
high ground against 'The Bible Code," which has arrived 
in bookstores recently with a $25 price tag. But heavy 
promotion by publisher Simon and Schuster was helping 
to tum it into a media event, with author Michael Dros- 
mn popping up on television talk shows, and Warner 
Bros, reportedly acquiring movie rights. 

The book claims that the original Hebrew text of the 
first five books of the Bible is encoded with letter pat- 
terns that, when subjected to computer analysis, reveal 
biographical dat a about several rabbis who lived hun- 
dreds of years later, and foretell events including 19th 
and 20th century assassinations. 

The code supposedly can be read by finding letters 
scattered throughout the text with equal numbers of let- 
ters between them — something that several scholars 
and Drosnin agreed could not be done without a com? 
puter. 

Experts say the theory of coded predictions in the Bible 
has bounced around theological circles for several years, 
and is used by some Christian and Jewish fundamental- 
ist groups for fund-raising and proselytising. 

It got a major jolt of credibility from a 1994 article in 
the scholarly journal Statistical Science, in which two 
Israeli experts said they could prove that Genesis con- 
tained coded names and birth dates of several dozen rab- 
bis bom centuries later. 

Those authorities did not say other events were encod- 
ed in the Bible, and some critics say Drosnin is misusing 
the magazine article to bolster his theory about such pre- 
dictions. 

“I don’t care what people claim — the fact is that I 
found these predictions, including Rabin’s assassination, 
encoded in the Bible and it’s clear as a bell," Drosnin 
said. “A child could have seen it.” 

Drosnin, who calls himself “not religious,” said he 
does not know if the codes are of divine origin. “Since 
there is a code, there must have been an encoder, but I 
just don’t know who it was." 

Drosnin said Rabin’s 1995 murder was the only such 


prediction to be decoded before it came true, and that he 
personally had tried unsuccessfully to warn the Israeli 
leader through a mutual friend. 

Biblical predictions of the assassinations of Lincoln, 
Gandhi, and John and Robert Kennedy were decoded 
long after the fact, when computer analysis was avail- 
able, he said. 

“Even Isaac Newton, maybe the greatest genius of 
modem times, believed there were codes in die Bible. 
Bui Isaac Newton didn’t have a computer ” Drosnin said. 

Bob Bender, a Simon and Schuster vice president and 
senior editor, told the New York Times his firm was pub- 
lishing the book “because we think it reflects serious 
research.” Bender did not return calls. 

Some scholars and theologians were cool to Drosnin’s 
thesis, saying computers could be used to find evidence 
for almost anything. 

“One question is, what’s the purpose of this? Another 
is. what happens if you apply the same procedure to 
other bodies of literature?" said Shaul Magid, a philoso- 
phy professor at New York’s Jewish Theological Semp 
nary. ! 

‘There’s also the question of what happens if you 
apply the same computer code to a slightly different tealt 
of scripture. Just the change of one letter changes every- 
thing else, and the whole thing falls apart." 

Mr. Magid said he found the idea of seeking evidence 
of future events in the Bible offensive because it 
“reduces scripture to technology ... eliminating any 
insights or inspiration" from the words. 

Alan Brill, a professor of Jewish mysticism and 
thought at Yeshiva University, said the material in Dros- 
nin ’s book is similar to maierial widely circulated on the 
Internet. 

Mr. Brill said it lacks any “theologically meaningful" 
basis, and answered “no" when asked if there was any 
reason to believe modern-day events are predicted in the 
Torah, or first five books of the Bible. 

Nor are such purported predictions confined only to 
Judeo -Christian history, Mr. Brill said. 

“There are Islamic versions based on the Koran, and 
even Hare Krishna versions. It’s just like the popularity 
of Nostradamus as a best-seller, the same sort of phe- 
nomenon," he said. “It’s a brand new way for many peo- 
ple to find many of these predictions are true." 


JPA fails to achieve quorum; human rights NGO calls on U.S. tointerfere 




(Continued from page 1) 

have articles in the law 
either repealed or amended. 
In spite of disjointed 
protests . and . demands to . 
revoke the law hailing from 
the JPA,' othebpWfessionab' 
associations, opposition 
and leftist parties and 
international human rights 
organisations, the govern- 
ment has been resolved in 
resisting pressure to rescind 
the law. 

Leftist and opposition 
deputies in the 80-member 
Lower House have tried to 
collect a simple majority of 
signatures to call an extra- 
ordinary parliamentary ses- 
sion in order to debate the 
law, but their efforts have 
thus far met with failure. 

Also on Thursday, 
Human Rights Watch/Mid- 
dle East (HRW/ME) — a 
non-governmental human 
rights monitoring organisa- 
tion — issued a 14-page 
report on the law, charging 
that the government has 
placed “unacceptable 
^infringements" on the right 
to freedom of expression in 
the country. 

The report, entitled “A 
Death Knell for Free 
Expression? The new 
Amendments to the Press 
and Publications Law" 
found that the content of 
the law was “clearly 
designed to impose a 
regime of self-censorship 
on the press and other pub- 
lications, preventing them 
from carrying news and 
other information related to 
domestic and foreign 
affaire." 

The report stated that the 
government lacked “com- 
pelling justifications" in 
introducing the law and 
said that the bans placed on 
news content are “arbitrary 
by two measures: die 

-- ^Ihecesshy for such sweeping 


restrictions has not been 
demonstrated and the mea- 
sures appear disproportion- 
ate." 

HRW/ME wrote that bans 
on material “seem designed 
to -bar ‘news - and -critical 
reporting dbo«f goveramenr 
officials and institutions, 
and the conduct of domes- 
tic and foreign policy, 
rather than to protect 
national security or public 
order." 

It further stated that 
“broadly formulated lan- 
guage" in the law “is unex- 
plained and subject to arbi- 
trary interpretation, and 
places the burden on jour- 
nalists and editors to guess 
what is meant by these 
ambiguous terms. 

‘It is, in fact, the state that 
must specify the meaning 
of such terms and justify 
any content ban by refer- 
ence to specific and tangi- 
ble concerns for national 
security or public order," 
the report said. 

It condemned the intro- 
duction of the temporary 
law, enacted by the council 
of ministers, as “excessive" 
and said that the measures 
“extend beyond what is 
envisioned in the Jordanian 
Constitution with respect to 
censorship in times of mar- 
tial law or a state of emer- 
gency, neither of which is 
currently in effect in Jor- 
dan." 

The government has con- 
sistently maintained that 
the strict measures were 
introduced to ensure 
responsible journalism, 
particularly among the 
ranks of weekly newspa- 
pers. 

Minister of Information 
Samir Mutawi said in ■* 
televised interview last 
week that the sensational 
reporting in the weekly 
press was viewed as “too 
much, both politically and 


morally among most seg- 
ments of society" and 
impinged upon Jordan’s 
international credibility. 

HRW/ME charged that 
tfae.goxsmpejH^ Vxpuwdyn ,. 
is “wholly disproportionate . 
td the perceived problem." - 

“The sweeping content 
bans, for example, are 
bound to affect editorial 
decisions and journalise’ 
reporting and commentary 
on a wide range of issues of 
importance to the public,” it 
said. 

It said that the provisions 
of the new law “appear to 
constitute arbitrary and dis- 
criminatory interference by 
the state.” 

In its statement, 
HRW/ME called on the 
European Union (EU) to 
urge the government to 
repeal the law within the 
framework of the recently- 
signed EU-Jordan Associa- 
tion Agreement, which 
specifies respect for human 
rights and democratic prin- 
ciples as an “essential ele- 
ment" and which includes 
Jordan’s compliance with 
the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political 
Rights. 

It also appealed to the 


U.S. government and Con- 
gress to raise Jordan’s com- 
pliance with the convention 
in bilateral discussions and 
to use scheduled hearings 
1 before 'ffie' Senate Foreign. 
Relatipn? . , , . .and House 
International Relations 
Committees and the Appro- 
priations committees of 
both Houses to query the 
Clinton administration 
regarding the issue. 


King says no changes to amended press law 


(Continued from page 1) 

amendments to the law." 

Following the introduc- 
tion of the amendments to 
the Press and Publications 
Law last month, opposi- 
tion Figures, journalists 
and professional associa- 
tions expressed their out- 
rage saying that the 
amendments aim at gag- 
ging the press during the 
upcoming elections by 
imposing severe restric- 
tions on coverage. 

King Hussein referred 
to the professional associ- 
ations as politicised insti- 
tutions noting that many 
of them are affiliated to 
other countries. “There 
are some who are still 
holding allegiance to 
other countries at the 
political or ideological 
and other levels," King 
Hussein said. 


The King’s visit to 
Karat coincided with the 
30ih anniversary of the 
1967 war. The King 
described the war by say- 
ing “today is the fifth of 
June (1967). Thirty years 
ago I lived through the 
most difficult days of my 
life. .All the Arab coun- 
tries’ preparations for the 
war at the time was mere 
propaganda... mere talk 
over tite radio and in the 
press, not based on facts 
in any way. On that day I 
had to choose and to show 
Jordan’s commitment to 
defending the nation in 
the face of danger. It was 
clear that we all had to 
rise in the face of danger, 
defend our nation, carry 
out our duty and honour 
our pledges. There was a 
struggle over taking a 
decision on this matter 
because had wc decided 


to avoid entering the bat- 
tle. the country would 
have faced an explosion at 
the internal level at the 
hands of those who 
belong to the old school 
of outbidding, of bragging 
about imaginary acts of 
heroism and bravery. 
Such elements, some of 
whom are perhaps still 
lurking amongst us. tend 
to disappear once they are 
called on to do service to 
their country at the time 
of need." 

He noted that Jordan 
had pledged to stand by 
the other Arab states and 
cany out its duty and had 
to do all it can to defend 
the nation adding that the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 
will continue to serve as a 
shield to defend the 
homeland. 

"This nation will always 
be a homeland for the Jor- 


danians of various roots 
and origins hut it will not 
be a substitute homeland 
for others and it will con- 
tinue to offer backing to 
the Palestinian people in 
their struggle to regain 
their rights on their 
national soil.” stressed 
King Hussein. 

During his visit, the 
King opened :i mosque al 
Muta University and later 
visited Al Mazur town. He 
was briefed on restoration 
work on shrines set up on 
the tombs of Prophet 
Mohammed's compan- 
ions. 

King Hussein, who w.is 
accompanied by Her 
Majesty Queen Nnnr. also 
visited the new Kurak 
government hospital, 
inaugurated a nursing 
depart mem and later 
loured Karuk eitv. 


PNA rejects Israel’s W. Bank proposal 


(Continued from page 1) 

Netanyahu presented his 
proposal as an updated 
version of a plan present- 
ed to an Israeli cabinet in 
1968 by Yigal Allon. a 
leading figure in the 
Labour Party and mentor 
of the late Yitzhak Rabin. 

The Allon plan was 
never formally adopted 
but served successive 
Labour governments as a 
guide for Jewish settle- 
ment construction in the 
West Bank. Under AJlon’s 
proposal. Israel would 
retain about 20 per cent of 
the West Bank, including 


the Jordan valley and 
areas around Jerusalem, 
and the Palestinians end 
up with a single land unit 
in the rest. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Thursday the 
government has not yet 
adopted any plan and the 
debate in the cabinet is 
just beginning. "I can tell 
you that there are many 
ministers who have no 
idea what it the plan is.” 
he told the Israeli Channel 
1 television. 

Without mentiouing Mr. 
Netanyahu by name" Mr. 
Levy criticised the pre- 
mier for allowing his plan 


to reach the media before 
the cabinet had adopted u 
position. This. Mr. Levy 
said, was why the Israeli 
hawks were already 
attacking Mr. Netanyahu 
for giving away loo much, 
while the Palestinians 
were saying he was not 
giving enough. 

~ “I have no doubt that it 
(the disclosure) will cause 
harm.” Mr. Levy said. “It 
does not leave the govern- 
ment the possibility of 
steering the negotiations 
according to its interests.” 
Israeli commentators 
wrote Thursday that 
Netanyahu's riming for 


releasing the plan was 
bad, coming at a time 
when Egyptian mediators 
arc trying IO Israel and 

the Palestinians back to 
tile negotiating table after 
months of deadlock. Mr 
Netanyahu was apparently 
playing to an Israeli, not a 
Palestinian audience 

Hemi ShaJev wrote in the 
Muariv newspaper. 

"The fact that the timing 
... might sabotage Lhe 
attemprs to renew negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians 
just confirms the current 
assessments of his true 
priorities as prime minis- 
ter." Mr. Shalev wrote. 



Israeli embassy employee arrested 


(Continued from page 1) 

one of those who hang out 
in front of the embassy to 
help people seeking visas 
to fill out forms," the offi- 
cial, who asked uot to be 
identified, was quoted as 
saying by AFP. 

The official said the man 
“was released but was 
banned from returning to 
the gate of the Israeli 
embassy because of his 
‘factions." 

The Israeli embassy did 
not confirm his release and 
stressed that since his "dis- 


appearance he did not 
show up or call the 
embassy." 

Mr. To urge man said the 
man is welcome back to 
work but, “if police does 
not want him to work with 
the embassy, we want to 
know why.” 

“Until now he is consid- 
ered an employee at the 
embassy and when he 
comes back we want to 
know why he was arrested 
by police, then we will 
decide whether he should 
continue or not," sard Mr. 
Tourgeman. 


AN INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 
SEEKS THE EMPLOYMENT 
OF HIGH CALIBER EMPLOYEES 


1. Training Manager: 

• B.Sc. in. mechanical or electrical engineering from 
U.S. or U.K. university. 

• Minimum of 5 years experience In a technical training 
position. 

• Age: 35-40. 

2 r _Exp.pit. _Ar.ea_M 9 oa.ggr.; 

• B.Sc. mechanical or electrical engineering from U.S. 
or U.K. university. 

• Holder of a U.S. or European passport. 

• Age: 30-35. 

Please write in confidence,^;. 

General \ Manager 
(Employment) 

P.O. Box 960404 Amman 11196 - Jordan. 


JOB VACANCIES 

A well established company in the state of Qatar is seeking for the 
following positions with the demanded qualifications: 

t. Project Manager (Mechanical Enginee r) 


15 years experience in turnkey execution projects fabrication 
erection of, piping & tanks for oil and gas fields. 

As well as in Engineering Department Management, contracts, 
negotiations, budgeting, organisation, bidding for projects & 
control. 

2. Garage Manager ( Mechanical Enginee r ) 

• Minimum 10 years experience in garage management for 
heavy equipments (cranes) & vehicles repair & maintenance. 

• Experience in all spare parts, projects estimation & bidding for 
heavy equipments & cranes hiring. 

3. Purchase Manage r 


• College Degree 

• 10 years experience in management, well knowledged in 
purchasing, accounting, administration, stocking, as well as in 
banks, credits opening letters and computer skills. 

All candidates who suit the mentioned criteria must send their CVs 
latest 1 1th June with a recent photo to: 

P.O. Box 925062 Amman 1110 Jordan 
Or delivered by hand to: 

Mr. M. Al Farrayeh, Jabal Al Hussein, next to Ministry of Health, 

Al Jokka Building, 5th floor. 


job opportunities with ona of otr diems, a newly established enterprise founded on 

International Culture • Staff Development 
Customer Service Orientation 


MARKETING and 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 


JOB Profile 

The Marketing/ Busfcwsic Development PUmpr Is 
member of the company's apper onn ag e m enc 
(roup and refera to die General H im pr. She/he" . 
wfl work out marketing and action plant, and de-~ 
velop al the methods and look xx onfin gfy. 
She/he has the dafiy mamgemont of tbe market- 
ing department, sec u ring the customer oriam- 
tion by developing a professional customer serv- 
ice colon, fnvfcig tbe cummers' demands and 
needs h focus. 


PERSONAL Profile 

The Applicant has 

• ■ relevant:, theoretical education (minimum 
MBA in Busings Administration - preferably with 
major n marketing ) . and a poet quaS/tng educa- 
tion In the Te l ecommu n ications Bus ness sector 

• food abfflty in verbal and written marketing 
commuokadon ki Arabic and £ngfeh 

• experience as Mukethg and Business Devel- 
epmene Manager of not leu than 5 yean in die 
TebconuMnication BekL 


f JOB ProfJfe 

I The Hunan Resources Manager has the respon- 

■ sibflhy for oor diene's HR activities. Her/Hb tasks 

■ are to rttahfah the department and to monitor 
systems for recruitment, evaluation of soft devel- 
opment and seff mining progra ms . The HR Man- 
ager refers to the General Manager . 


SALES MANAGER 


JOB Profile 

The Sales Manager has the responsMity for oar 
cKonts sales activities, safes budgets and other 
sales objectives. HeriHh tasks are to estabfeb 
safes-sgenC contacts, to monitor and support; the 
safes representatives, to sauafly sefl ro major tfi- 
rta dJetits, and to develop and staff min our efi- 
tais salesmen. The Sties .Manager refers to the 
Marketing and Butineu Development Manager. 


PERSONAL Profile 

The Applicant ha* 

■ a relevant theoretical education (minimum BA 
m Business Administration), and a post qua%feg 
education in salesmanship and sales management 
- good abiBty hi whl and written commimica- 
tion in Arabic and Engfch 

* f^erfeMe m Sales Manager of not less than 3 
yean preferably in the Add of consumer pro- 

* age between 2B and 35 yean 


Job opportunities with one of our c bents, a newly established enterprise founded on 

International Culture • Staff Development 
Customer Service Orientation 

HUMAN RESOURCE AAANAGER 

PERSONAL Profile 

The Applicant has 

- a university degree including HR management 

• an above average undemanding far her/his 
own culture while being open to irAieflces from 
others 

- good aptitude lor active Interpersonal rebdons 

• age between 28 and 35 years 

COMMUNICATION ENGINEER 


JOB Prof fe 

The Commwiieaiiofi Engineer las the daZy con- 
tact to the local authorities. She/he wS follow up 
our cEeMs technical teams, secure the main- 
tenance and technical support of the external 
equipment, and develop preudina for optimis- 
ing Interventions. She/He refers to the TechnjaJ 
Service Manager. 


PERSONAL Profile 
The Applicant has 

■ a relevant theoretical education (Electrical En- 
gineering - preferably with major at communica- 
tions). and a work egtcriencn of 5 yean In com- 
munication and ^edfeally in exchanges 
• experience in daa voice engineering 


MIS CO-ORDINATOR [Manage m ent fafanMItoti Systems) 

PERSONAL Profile 

The AppEcam has 


• a relevarc theoretical education (preferably as 
computer Engineer), and a post quaflfying educa- 
tion h structuring administrations 

* good abSty in verbal »nd written Arabic and 
Engbh 

■ age between 28 and 35 yean 


ATTRACTIVE CONDITIONS 

Our cEent offers the iiKzsufui appficarc* an ecdcfeg and dnhogiqg Job h a company with an Rtenntiomf 
nitm. 

Safety and incentive pac l a ges in accordance whh the pcatefoos* demands and the iBccemhd AppBcanc*' qual- 
Acationx- 


Wrineo appfeation to: Humajf Resources Division, 
CONCEPT forConwAancy, va. BokSI S t* Amman nibs 

Mapfto B a n ml fedeefc mrn Ja smut c aepdmca. Our cBuCirigeBfrhelnftiwfd 
aboot the oppfleoaco upon ^mmanc beOraan the applcae! end our HH DMJml 



JOB Profile 

The MI$ Co-ordknsor wffl csobhsh and secure 
the commuiiaikHi of our d writ's documentation 
manuals, through planning nonage the criteria for 
bufldktg and maintain a comprehensive net- 
work computer system Including operational dam- 
base systems, and secure hardware maintenance 
The MB Co-ordinator refers to die Finance Mm- 
| Vt- 

1 ATTRACTIVE CONDITIONS 

■ Oir dent offers the successful appficanes an exciting and challenging job in a company with an mtermtiond 

■ culture. 

M Salary and incentive packages in accordance with the positions' demands and the successful Applicants' quah 
M Stations. 


Written appfc iti on to: Human Resources Division, 
CONCEPT for Consultancy, P.O. Box 85 1 SC* Amman 1 1 185 
AB apptraOam wta be dean mtble mtet eeefMtnca. Ow eBanr mB onty ba tnpvmm 
about Cbr application upon agreement between tbe appScant and our HR DMtion. 
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Jordan pushes ahead with capital market reform 

Rgni-w sav the moi 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) last week 
auctioned certificates of 
deposit (CDs) to banks at 
varied interest rates for the 
fist lime as part of a pro- 
gramme 10 manage mone- 
tary policy better, bankers 
said. 

They said the bank’s auc- 
tion of JD70 million l$99 


million) was the first com- 
petitive offering of the bi- 
monthly CDs — its main 
tool to absorb liquidity' and 
manage interest rates. The 
offering was oversub- 
scribedby 11 percent. 

“It will allow better con- 
trol of liquidity and manage 
interest rates more flexibly 
to reflect open-market oper- 
ations." CBJ Governor 
Ziyad Fariz told Reuters. 

The new steps are part of 


broad-based financial sec- 
tor reforms which Jordan is 
pursuing with World Bank 
guidance aimed at estab- 
lishing a sophisticated 
domestic capital market, 
bankers said. 

They are expected to bol- 
ster the credibility of Jor- 
dan’s monetary policy, 
which has so far scored 
high marks from the 
International Monetary 
Fund for meeting money 


supply and inflation targets 
for 1997. officials and 
bankers said. 

“The Central Bank will 
accept the best offers on a 
quantity auction basis and 
satisfy banks on the best 
offers received.” said Saleh 
A1 Tayeb. executive direc- 
tor of the open-market 
operations department at 
the bank. 

Central Bank CDs. which 
have become key bench- 


fi* 

f t f I 


life 






marks for interest rates, 
were offered weekly after 
being introduced in 1993. 

Since April they have 
been issued bi-monthly. 
Until now they have been 
issued at fixed interest 
rates. 

The new steps will allow 
more effectiveness in con- 
trolling money supply and 
influencing interest rates in 
line with market forces, 
possibly towards a gradual 
easing of the tight monetary 
policy, bankers say. 

They will allow the Cen- 
tral Bank to widen its use of 
monetary instruments to 
achieve its monetary tar- 
gets, particularly the key 
policy aim of preserving the 
dinar s stability. 

“These measures should 
further achieve added confi- 
dence in the dinar,” said Dr. 
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From June 7 to 30, prices for the Motorola 8200 and 8400 take a very 
deep plunge. So hurry, dive in. While supplies last 


G5ET 


Peanuts 


/ BEETHOVEN \ 
f COULD HAVE ’ 
GOT MORE WORK 
PONE IF HE 
HADN'T HAD 
TO LJORRV i 
ABOUT Hl5 i 
l NEPHEW.. J~ 


For more infonnaliflH call us at I WfiflllV 

AimnaftS6375Q, Aqab3-03-320G57, btrid-Q2-Z)lG91 or dial 111 on your mobile. Jordan M obtm Tmhphono Santcms 



! I DIDNT \ 
HAVE AN1* 
COLD 
CEREAL 
THIS 

MORNING 
BECAUSE MV \ 
5TUF1P BROTHER! 
USED UP ALL / 
lTHEMHK: / 


UJHAT DO BALL 
PLACERS TALK 
ABOUT WHEN 
THEY MEET 
OUT ON THE . 
V MOUND? y 





Andy Capp 



f WHAT DID A 
SHE HAVE TO 
SAYABOUT 
w ME WHILE J 
7 1 WAS < 
C ASLEEP?) 


C mi m its 

PST BvVNDCaTKJNiMEANAl'OW 

•Jit HOST- .Mf BCA S«4l«C*Tt IKZ 

S SHE SAID X I 

f YOU HAD NO \ 
AMBmON.BLrrI * 

] SAID YOU HAD J £ 
-you OUST C S3 
DIDNT TALXr^p* 
V ABOJTIT y //. 


f nOLDHsT" 
ABOUT THAT - 
BURNING AMBITION 
TO OUTSMART 4 
( HORSES, RSHJ 
V AND THE y 

( OH,7r&Mks) 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


well, rr looks like a V— 
GOOD CROWD! ILL SEE f 
IF JEFF IS READy 
’TO ENTER f s=s \ jfT 

dcessing 


WHATS 

COIN* 


MUTT. 1 JV 



Fan z. 

CD yields have been sta- 
ble at 9.250 per cent for 
three-month paper and 
9.500 per cent for six- 
month paper for the last one 
and a half years. 

Interest rates are currently 
fixed bv the Central Bank- 

The auction system will 
enable yields to move more 
in line with supply and 
demand but the monetary 
authorities will have at their 
disposal a number of tools 
to inject or drain liquidity to 
ensure rates do not veer 
away from the target band, 

officials said. 

The Central Bank main- 
tains a high interest rate 
policy to make dinar- 
denominated assets attrac- 
tive and prevent a flow of 
dinars into dollar-de nomi- 
nated assets. 


Bankers say the monetary 
authorities will continue to 
keep a four per cent rate 
differential between dinar 
and dollar interest yields to 
prevent a switch into the 
U.S. currency that could 
undermine its stable 
exchange rate. 

The move will also help 
the banking system develop 
Jordan’s first secondary 
market in CDs by making 
them, along with future 
debt instruments, more 
marketable, bankers said. 

The greater flexibility of 
the CD rates could bring 
them closer to inter- bank 
market rates. The Central 
Bank has been pushing 
banks to activate the inter- 
bank market, which still has 
only a limited role. 
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Major Currencies & 


US Dollar 
DEMark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


US Dollar 

Jordan Dinar 1.4124 
GB Sterling v q _2666 
Bahrain Dinar 2.6B 
Qatar Dinar 0.2747 
Kuwait Dinar 33058 
Emirates Dinar 0.2723 
Lebanese/1000 0.65 
Egyptian 0-2950 

Energy 

Brent 18.20 18.30 

HVLTaxa 19-35 18.75 

Bonny 18.20 18-30 

Dubai 17.80 17.73 

UL Gas 205J0 205.00 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar ($/ton) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Rice(S/fonf- 


Cross Rates 

0.6146 1.4515 

0.3555 0-8397 

2-3618 

0.4230 

0.5329 1.2591 

0.4447 1.0282 

05604 0.0852 

05156 74.69 

0.1053 245737 


115J25 15838 

66.66 0.8006 
187-39 25517 

7957 0.9528 

1.2002 

1.20 

1481.04 05117 
59.24 0.7115 

19.73 0.2371 


1703.80 

985.71 

Z77151 

117352 

14.78 

1214^2 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


9^485 - 8-68 0.8025 9.74 

1.0304 1.0304 - 0.0831 1-01 J 

1Z3977 1-2462 12.03 - 12.14 

1JI211 0.1026 0^910 0.0824 

2.4408 0^453 2J689 0.1969 2JJ903 

1.1065 ai112 1-0739 0.0892 1.0836 

Mid-East Currencies 

SARlyal 0-2666 0.4609 0.16391 

AE Dirham 0.2723 (U7061 0.16737 

KW Dinar 3J058 571429 2.03211 

BH Dinar 0J77O 4J8505 1.63052 

CY Pound 1.9385 3J461 1.1903 


8/06/97 18:46 

13440 5.8320 

1.1251 33748 

3.1627 94881 
134.00 4JH69 
168.60 5.0603 

I. 3862 4.1603 

II. 40 X4222 

3j0001 

33JOOO 


153650 

217070 

409.70 

4075.92 

422.14 

507954 

41856 


058725 30.7446 
059543 315942 
450077 381598 
3.85208 305504 
25121 223528 


* JOD Cross Rates 
••^C.urawfcy.:: 

US Dollar 0.7 

GB Steriling 1.11 

DE Mark 0-41 

NL Guilder 051 

. IT Lira 051 


05098 0511 8 

05639 05657 


. FT Lira | 05168 J 05187 j 
Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


Fasffink THE Dail ^ ^ rossword 


ACROSS 
1 Attempt 
5 Nimbi 
10 Vishnu 
in carnation 

14 Neighbor of 
Ghana 

15 Singly 

16 Vivacity 

17 United states 

19 Not fair 

20 Cook’s herb 

21 Black Sea port 

23 Drizzle 

24 Rivulet 

25 Is in store 
2B Cutter pole 

31 Cattle catchers 

32 Glazier’s 
compound 

33 Army off. 

34 Lobber Lendl 

35 Ziti 

36 Urgent initials 

37 Society starter 

38 Two over birdie 

39 Tiresome 

40 In love 

42 Less loyal 

43 Oval runner 

44 Cheerio! 

45 Slanted shelter 
47 Spooky aura 

51 Colonizer of 
Greenland 

52 United states 

54 Cellar kind 

55 Hitch hurriedly 

56 Fertility goddess 

57 Exploit 


fl [2 |3 |4 [6 [7 18 [9 III II I III 


25 28 27 


48 149 150 


by Richard Thomas 


18 Leaves out 


V E 1_ 

JLAJl 

A_ T 
L !■ 
■ O T 

A jj.± 
N__E^ S 

D 5 ■ 


59 Clockmaker 

permission 

G|Q|0[ p 

Thomas 

24 Spiteful 

MX 


25 Dwell 

•A R E N 

DOWN 

26 Like cloth 

iH A R D 

1 Calaboose 

27 United states 

iARNE 

2 Bustle 

28 Reflected 

iB E E R 


3 Muslim titles 

4 Nonconformist 

5 Bedevil 

6 On guard 

7 Sluggish 

B Beatie mate 
9 Iberian miss 

10 Buyback 

11 United states 
12, NASA target 
13 Musical Paul 
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29 Map ratio 

30 Rummy 

32 Portable signal 

35 Study doseiy 

36 Legendary 
island 

38 Run away 

39 Glossy fabric 

41 Cut finely 

42 Danish islands 
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44 Arizona city 

45 Indecent 

46 Buffalo's lake 

47 Greek deity 


48 Mitigate 

49 Riled mood 

50 Door frame 
53 Actor Wallach 


horoscope 

forecast 

FOR SATURDAY, 

JUNE 7, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 

Astrologer. Carroll 

Righter Foundation 

AJRIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) A fellow busi- 
ness associate may not 
agree with you today, 
however don’t react 
harshly. Instead, avoid a 
disagreement and tiy to 
reason it oat together. 

Later this evening will be 
good for having guest in 
your home. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If . you. are a 
going to deal today with 
individuals in a fast-paced 
business, you will have to 
think along more modem 
and realistic lines.. This 
evening will be a good 
tune to consult with fel- 
low associate for a new 
project 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) You may have to 
chan°e your recreational 
plans° for the weekend, 
however your friends 
won't mind. Keep an eye 
on your finances so that 
you will have extra funds 
in case of an emergency 
develops in die days 
ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 9 
should not allow a fast- 
talking acquaintance 
change your mind on an 
important issue. Make a 
schedule for the day 
today, and stick to it other- 
wise you will discover 
that you will be behind in 
your activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) You should not allow a 
few unimportant chores 
today to keep you from 
; seeing some interesting 
friends. Use your time 
constructively later this 
evening to have some fun 
with close friends and 
your loved ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22 1 Your first 
priority today should be 
anything of a' financial 
nature, as matters along 
these lines will tend to 
operate to your benefit 4 
Later this evening will be 
a good time to go out on 
the town with your mate 
to a romantic spot 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Don’t 
allow your loved ones 
interfere today with some 
important business plans 
you must make. Tf you are 
asked later this evening to 
volunteer some time to the 
community, do so and 
thereby make a good 
impression. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Figure 
out how to handle your 
daily routines more effi- 
ciently today, and your 
career activities will seem 
to decrease greatly. Spend 
more time later this 
evening at home with 
your loved ones and there- * 
by maintain harmony. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) Put aside money and 
property affairs today, and 
go after your personal 
wishes. You should not 
allow a friend to side- 
track your plans for a 
method of operation in- 
dealing with any current 
projects you are given. 
CAPRICORN: (DeceS* 
ber 22 to January 20) I far 
close friend asks for your 
help today, don’t hesitate, 
to lend this person a hand, 
as he o she has done you 
many valuable favours in 
previous days. Later this 
evening will be good for 
seeking knowledgeable; 
people. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 a 
to February 19) Don't ^ 
waste any time today wor- 
rying about matters ewer 
which you have no con- 
trol . Be sure to handle any 
important rorrespondenee 
which you have neglected 
and thereby make a good 
impression upon a superi- 
or. • • 

PISCES: (February 2(Ho 
March 20) Avoid a dis-, 
agreement with a long-] 
time friend at all costs or' 
there coukl be great diffi- 
culty in dealing with he or 
she in days ahead. It ntif y 
be wise to set up a mwt 
practical andrealisticbud- 
get at this time tbereb/ 
having extra funds. 

.‘-^4 

Birthstone of JOk? 
Pearl — Moon Stone 
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Trading at AFM rises sharply 
during past two weeks 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — For- 
eign investment in west- 
ern Asia is gradually shift- 
ing from the Gulfs oil 
industry to the production 
and services sectors in the 
Middle East, according to 
the United Nations Con- 
ference on Trade and 
Development report 
According to the report, 
Jordan as well as Israel, 
Cyprus, Lebanon, Syria 
and Yemen, all non-oil 
countries are attracting 
large sums of foreign 
investment which has 
decreased drastically in. 
Gulf countries. 

In the early eighties, 
Gulf countries attracted 
96 per cent of foreign 
investment in the region 
(western Asia) but the per- 
centage went down to 67 
per cent in the early 
nineties and stabilised 
evenly in the region by the 
mid- nineties. 

The Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) has bene- 
fited highly from this new 
investment shift in the 
past few weeks. AFM 
Director Walid Shair said 
that the last two weeks 
have witnessed a 14 point 
increase in the regular 
market index. Such an 
indication means about 
JD35 million of trade. 

Brokers also said that 
they were only able to 


execute half of their pur- 
chase orders during the 
week shuffle due to the 
limited supply of shares 
and noted that despite 
profit taking, share prices 
increased aggressively 
Sunday due to foreign 
buying. Later in the week, 
prices edged down slight- 
ly. 

Ziad Basha of the 
BritishBank said this cur- 
rent rise in the market 
could only be preserved if 
the Social Security Corpo- 
ration and the Jor danian 
Investment Corporation 
unloaded some of their 
shares. 

Broker Majed Khreisha 
said the government’s 
drive towards implement- 
ing new laws and direc- 
tives was behind the cur- 
rent interest in the AFM. 

Other brokers said they 
had orders to buy at cer- 
tain price limits and, as 
such, gave a subduing 
effect to buying on Mon- 
day and Tuesday. The loss 
of interest Monday and 
Tuesday came as a result 
of local investors' eager- 
ness to make large profits 
resulting in foreign 
investors prudence 

towards share-prices. 

In general, the volume 
of trade at the AFM 
jumped by JD9,666,696 to 
reach a remarkable high of 


JD 16.866,696 (57.3 per 
cent increase I as 
5,423,718 shares were 
trade in 4,575 contracts, 
raising the AFM regular 
market index to 160.34 
points. 

Industry took up 68.2 
per cent of the volume of 
trade with 3,351,097 
shares worth 

JD 11, 5 10, 628 in 2689 
contracts attributing to a 
2.45 point index increase 
to 129. 

Closest behind was the 
banking sector with 
1,504,522 shares worth 
JD4 ,442,7 95 traded in 
1,173 contracts slightly 
raising the index to 1 95.7 1 
points. 

The service sector 
lagged behind with 
550,338 shares worth 
JD874.26S traded in 681 
contracts and an index of 
11 2.24 points. 

And, as has been the 
case for the past few 
weeks, there was meagre 
interest in the insurance 
sector as 17.761 shares 
worth JD39.004 were 
trade in 32 contracts giv- 
ing an index of 116. 

After comparing the 
share prices of die 95 
companies which were 
traded, shares of 42 com- 
panies’ increased, 20 held 
steady and 33 decreased. 
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Prices of soft drinks in small 
glass bottles may rise slightly 


** THE PRICE of a Pepsi in a small 
glass bottle may rise by 20 fils from 
next month following a decision by 
Industry, Trade and Supply Minister 
Hani Mulki to float the prices of all 
soft drinks in returnable glass con- 
tainers of all sizes from July 1, 1997. 

Fawzi A1 Zein, the general manag- 
er of the Pepsi company in Jordan, 
said the prices of large size glass con- 
tainers (bottles) will not be affected 
by the decision and the soft drink 
firms will work to have such prices 
fixed. Small-size bottles now cost 
120 fils each whereas each large-size 
bottle costs 440 fils. 

The prices of soft drinks in tin and 
plastic containers of all size were 
floated in April 1996 and arc selling 
now for 250 fils for a tin container 
and 900 fils for a large non-returnable 
plastic container. 

According to the decision, the gov- 
ernment left the door open for a pos- 
sible review of the measure by 
announcing that the flotation of the 
prices win continue until further 


notice. But Mr. Zein believes that the 
decision will not be needing a review 
as the prices will not be much affect- 
ed. He said the soft drinks companies 
“will resort to make qualitative 
improvements on the containers and 
the size of the tin containers may be 
larger to offset keeping the same 
prices for other containers.” 

Mr. Zein expected a drop in soft 
drink prices "over a period of time” 
and linked such a drop to production 
cost variables determined by the 
prices of raw material inputs that 
enter into the local processing of the 
material. 

The decision, which was published 
in the Arabic newspapers Friday, 
obliged the companies to deliver soft 
drinks to all the regions in the coun- 
try and to print the price clearly on 
the cover of each bottle. The compa- 
nies were also required to abide by 
the Jordanian specifications and stan- 
dards and any other conditions 
requested by other official bodies ( A1 
Ra i). 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

ABU SHAJKRA - PROMARK INTRODUCES 
THE NEW FRAGRANCE CK be FROM 
CALVIN KLEIN 

IT BEGAN with CK ONE which gave ns the freedom to define 
ourselves by the things that matter to us. We became ageless, 
raceless and genderless. CK be lives in this same world where 
in individuality and the freedom to express it are essential. 

Mr. Raed Abu Shakra presented the new fragrance CK be in a 
press conference attended by Mr. Joseph Fraiha and Ms. 
Mabelle Abinader from Calvin Klein and Mr. Rami Abu 
Shakra. 

CK be the fragrance is about who you are ... It is about the 
freedom to express your individuality... It is about the 
freedom to be yourself. 

CK be fragrance is a unique fresh tonic musk with an intimate 
scent that invites people closer. 

CK be seem is as distinct as each individual who wears iL 
Mr. Raed Abu Shakra thanked the audience for attending the 
conference and said that this new fragrance CK be is now 
available at all Abu Shakra's Showrooms and Gift shops. 
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By Glasbergen 




“My boss bought me a bottle of 
mouthwash. Clients could smell 
my bad breath over the phone.” 
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DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold . . 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 

Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


CH ynai /^ 

Quality Serviced Suites 

■ Ons &, Two Bedrooms * FnUy 
.Equipped Kitchenettes • Daily & 
Long Stay • Reasonable Rates 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite! 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


crown Hora 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING P0aft.*M 
' TENNIS & W'W 

SQUASH 

COURTS kA 

' sauna, / 

jacuzzi & j^m 

MASSAGE jfV 
’ FITNESS If V 

ROOM (J 

Tel: 758180 

I Radio & tv station RD. 


iy m. 



B FOR 
RENT 

|— V iilrts 

tr* . > 

mmS) .• \ pn;i 1 1 men i s 
I in Amman 


For details please oall 




JAMAL TRAD & 
REAL ESTATE 

FOR RENT 
VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
Furnished or 
unfurnished 


AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around The CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes trom Abdall 
to Airport and Pact 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
Abdali Branch 653313 


TO ^ 
ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311" - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Johnson withdraws 
from U.S. Championships 


BLOOMINGTON. Indiana (R) — Injured world 200-raeter 
record holder Michael Johnson withdrew from next week's 
U.S. Championships on Thursday, which will leave the ath- 
letics World Championships in August without one of the 
sport's marquee names. 

“He made the decision after seeing his doctor today. 
Brad Hunt. Johnson's agent, said in a telephone interview 
from his office in Boulder. Colorado. 

The double Olympic gold medalist severely pulled his left 
quadriceps in Sunday's match race with Canadian Donovan 
Bailey and has been unable to work out this week. 

Hunt said Johnson still planned to have a European sea- 
son. and hoped to run in at a meeting in Paris on June 25. 

But under American track rules, without competing at the 
U.S. Championships in Indianapolis next week Johnson 


cannot earn a spot on the U.S. team for the worlds in 

Athens. , , , , 

Hum also said that world long jump record holder Mike 
Powell would not compete in the U.S. Championships 
because of hip and groin injuries. 

Another top U.S. star, decathlon world record-holder Dan 
O'Brien, withdrew from the Indianapolis meet Tuesday 
because of an apparent stress fracture. 

The three-rime world champion also will be ineligible for 
the world championships in Athens because only the top 
three finishers in the U.S. Championships are eligible for 
the world team. 

The strict U.S. qualifying rules leaves the biggest athlet- 
ics event of the year without at least three of its brightest 
stars, world record holders all. 


Three K’s set season’s bests in Rome 




ROME (R) — Kenyan 
Daniel Komen, racing on a 
rainy night in Rome, on 
Thursday became the first 
man this year to run the 
5.000 metres in under 13 
minutes. 

He was joined in setting 
season’s best times at the 
golden gala Athletics Grand 
Prix by compatriot Moses 
Kiptanui in the 3,000 metres 
steeplechase and Kenyan- 
bom Dane Wilson Kipketer 
in the S00 metres. 

Cuban Ivan Pedroso and 
Jamaican James Beckford 
also leaped S.48 metres to set 
season's bests in the long 
jump. 

Kenya's Lidia Cheromei 
set a season's best in the 
women’s 5,000 with a time 
of 14:49.37 for the first sub- 
15 minute time of the year, 
finishing ahead of 
Portuguese world record 
holder Fernanda Ribeiro who 
had a lime of 14:55.78. 

The three K's provided the 
highlights at a mostly empty 
Olympic stadium with the 
big-name Americans absent 
due to the coming U.S trials 
for the World Championships 
in Athens in August. 

Running as occasional 
flashes of lightning lit the 
sky, Komen clocked 12 min- 
utes 48.9S seconds. 

That marked a huge 
improvement on his previous 
season's best time of 
13:03.51 set in Osaka on 
May 10. 

The race also brought the 
21 -year-old victory in what 



Cuban Ana Fidelia Quirot (97) crosses the finish line to 
win the 800 metres with a time of one minute 58.70 sec- 
onds at the Golden Gala Grand Prix in Rome. Quirot 
beat Russian Yelena Afanasyeva (88) who finished sec- 
ond and Svetlana Masterkova (95) who came in third 
(Reuters photo) 


was billed as a battle with 
Morocco's Salah Hissou. 

Hissou also ran a sub- 13 
minute race, clocking 
12:52.39 after jostling for the 
lead with Komen on. the last 
lap. 

Komen led Hissou at the 
bell but the Moroccan took 
the lead coming out of the 
curve. Komen then forged 
ahead again on the straight 
and accelerated away lo the 
line. 

Kipketer, in his first real 
800 metres test since he shat- 
tered the indoor record at the 
World Championships in 
Paris in March, clocked one 


Due To Travelling 
Car For Sale 

Norwegian family wishes to sell a Mitsubishi 
Pajero 1988, in excellent condition with full 
options. For JD1 8,000, in cash. 

Tel. 813970 


For Rent-Modern Furnished Apartments 

• Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

• One bedrooms, living room, K & B. 

■ Two bedrooms - living-dining-room, K & B. 

Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, K & 2Bs. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location; A- Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

B- Shmeisani near Birds Garden 
Annual Rent. Owner Tel. 667862/642351 




Art and Architecture lovers 
you are all invited to: 

1) "Cairo Tapestry*’ Video Film by Paul Rinaldi. Acting 
chair and .Assistant Prof, of \rts Department of 
Performing and Visual Arts, at the American University 
in Cairo. V video film that tries to capture some of the 
divers Rhythms and textures of the cit>. June 8. 1997 at 
6:00 p.m. 

2) "Artist Talk” by Paul Rinaldi Development of Rinaldi’s 
Art Relations to General Trends in Modern Art (This 
will include Slides of the artist's paintings, drawings, and 
photographs). 


CINEMA 


TEL:634I44 


minute 43.54 seconds. 

The year’s previous best 
outdoor time of 1:44.4 was 
set by Kenya's Vincent 
Malakwen in Nairobi last 
month. 

' Kipketer, the world cham- 
pion who was not allowed to 
run for his adopted country 
Denmark at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics, has an indoor 
record of 1 :42.67. 

The heavy rain made any 
attempt on Briton Sebastian 
Coe’s 16-year-old world 
record of 1:41.73 out of the 
question but Kipketer’s time 
gave the crowd something to 
cheer about 

Kiptanui. who holds the 
steeplechase world record of 


7:59.18 and had declared 
before the race that he hoped 
to run another sub-eight 
minute time, was optimistic 
given the weather. 

Russian double Olympic 
champion Svetlana 

Masterkova. also racing her 
first real S00 metres test of 
the season, could manage no 
better than third place after 
being overtaken in the final 
metres in a race won by 
Olympic rival Ana Quirot of 
Cuba. 

Masterkova led off the final 
bend but then faded. Quirot's 
time of 1 :58.70 was the fifth 
fastest of the year, although 
the season is yet in its infan- 
cy. 

Briton Linford Christie 
won his 100 metres sprint 
heat on a photo finish but 
otherwise slow 20.20 sec- 
onds. The former Olympic 
champion was slower than 
the winner of the b group, 
Nigerian Francis Obikwelu 
in 10.15. 

Namibian Frankie 

Fredericks won the 200 
metres in a respectable 20.24 
seconds*, an expected result 
after main rival Ato Boldon 
of Trinidad pulled out of the 
Grand Prix earlier in the 
week due to a muscle twinge 
in his left leg. 

Britain’s former Olympic 
champion Sally Gunnell 
returned to serious action 
after injury at the Atlanta 
Olympics and finished fifth 
fastest in 55.59 seconds in 
the 400 metres hurdles. 

"Its good to be back," she 
said, adding that she had no 
problems with the injury. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1993 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 

RILL AUTOMATIC - FULL OPTION 
LEATHER SEATS / COLOR: DARK GREEN 
ONE OWNER - LOW MILLEAGE - YELLOW PLATE 
SERIOUS BUYERS ONLY - PLEASE CALL 
OFFICE - 655999 / 631577 

MOBILE 079 28970 - SULEIMAN - 079 28971 - ABED 


ADVERTISEMENT 

New Jordanian Internet 
Service Provider 

CAMBRIDGE. UK- International Data Exchange, L.L.C. 
'INDEX) has contracted UUNET Consulting to implement a 
unrld-djtf Internet Service company in Jordan. The company 
r* locally owned and will provide the business and 

In i me communities with international quality service. 

INDEX is. a data communications company, recently formed 
under the new legislation in Jordan that permits private sector 
companies to offer telecommunications services to the 
.lofdunian community. This is part of a privatisation and 
deregulation programme put into effect by Jordanian 
government early this year. INDEX will be managed by a 
highly qualified team of professionals, under the direction of 
Dr. Abdullah S. Rifai. who has a proven track record in the 
field of Information Technology. 

UUNET UK is pan of UUNETT Technologies Inc., the largest 
Internet Service Provider /ISP) in the world, and will be 
providing technical consultancy and training io implement 
the 'infrastructure for INDEX, pie service in Jordan will be 
modelled on the same quality of service that has made UUNET 
the world’s leading ISP. 

"In this rapidly developing sector, it is essential to offer users 
the best possible services, and INDEX will use the latest 
technology and know-how to provide its users with high 
quality and value- for- money Internet connectivity' 1 - Karl 
Meyer. Business Development Manager. UUNET Consulting. 


British driver Collin McRae lands his Subaru Impreza 555 WRC during an special e ^* ,, to°n stage B , Jv 
Acropolis Rally in Anavissos near Athens on June 6. The 44th Acropolis Rally of the Worm 
Championship starts on Sunday June 8 from Athens’ ancient Acropolis (Reuters photo) 

6 Air’ Jordan can still * 
fly when he wants to 

CHICAGO (R) — Michael Jordan rarely hangs in the air 
anymore but proved he still can Wednesday in the Chicago 
Bulls’ 97-85 romp over the Utah Jazz in game 2 of the 
NBA finals. 

Along with his assortment of jump shots from all over the 
court, Jordan finally let loose with an evocative move late 
in the game. 

He took the ball on the right wing, swooped past league 
Most Valuable Player Karl Malone along the baseline, dou- 
ble-clutched and spun one of his trademark reverse layups 
throagh the hoop — left-handed. 

“I’ve seen that so many tunes." said a smiling Scott ie 
Pippen, who earlier in the game had dunked a clever Jordan 
look-away pass on a rare fast-break. 

Jordan ended with 38 points, 13 rebounds and nine 
assists, two of them on three-pointers — accounting for 58 
points in all. 

| Playing down bis personal heroics. Jordan lamented 
. missing six out of his 21 free throws and insisted his intent 
-throughout was to keep his teammates Involved in llie 
game. , 

Owner of the NBA basketball team the Gold State “If I see Scottie (Pippen) limping. I‘m not going to take m 
Warriors Chris Cohan (L) gives PJ. Cariesimo (R) all the responsibility myself. I’m going to ask the ream to 

a ball during a press conference in Oakland to take some of that responsibility" Jordan said, 

introduce Cariesimo as the team's new head coach. Jordan’s starring effort was not lost on his opponents. 

Cariesimo signed a five-year contract (Reuters Jazz coach Jerry Sloan obviously was referring to Jordan 

photo) when he suggested his players ought to have "fouled some- 

body. whoever they are.” 

~ : - 1 Jordan's efficiency — he was 11 of 20 from the field — 

a rnn pcmt followed his dramatic game- winning shot in Game 1 

VILLA FOR RENT Sunday. But most of his points are no longer scored in 

our bedrooms, two salons, American kitchen (solid spectacular style. 

ak), 3 bathrooms, area 266sq.m. with central Earlier in his career. Jordan spent much time defying 

eating, 2 large gardens upper and lower, waterwell gravity, improvising uncanny shots while hanging inter- 

6m3, 2 garages. The villa lies on a hilly area, the minably in space. Nowadays, he will only occasionally 

urrounding neighbours are advocates and ex- hesitate in mid-air to watch a defender fall back to Earth or 

linisters. Location:. Lawyers residence (Tareq) to have time for a double-pump on a dunk 

earby Al Salman Gas Station. Suitable for a lhe 34 -y ear -° ld 

iplomatic corp or an'-ambassadoris residence. . . ?. . hfJwh^h ■ i h a 

Contact owner (Kareem) Tel.: 655908, 680529 hini ?!?* he * , always had 

— * i £ in the game since he s been a player at 23 or 24. 

“It’s just that now he has much more knowledge of the 
game, and so he doesn't have to pull those types of stunts 
much” Pippen said. 



VILLA FOR RENT 

Four bedrooms, two salons, American kitchen (solid 
oak), 3 bathrooms, area 266sq.m. with central 
heating, 2 large gardens upper and lower, waterwell 
36m3, 2 garages. The villa lies on a hilly area, the 
surrounding neighbours are advocates and ex- 
ministers. Location:. Lawyers residence (Tareq) 
nearby Al Salman Gas Station. Suitable for a 
diplomatic corp or air-ambassador's residence. 
Contact owner (Kareem) Tel.: 655908, 680529 


Location: Tla' Al-Ali off Al-Madina street 
2 bedrooms, saloon and dining room, setting room, 
2 bathrooms, kitchen, separate central heating, 
telephone line and a garden. 

For more information, call: 5528277 / 5525550 


Few^de Public 
Relations 

# Univevsify Deg vee 

• Flmevri- I*y English AwA A^bic 

* WriVing 'SVills 

• CowvpiM-ev -Stills 

# MlnimiAm 2. Yews Experience 

In A Position 

AppKcw+s SImmU Cewe In Person 
To The Personnel office. 
Telephone C*Ns Are Not Accepted 

AMMAN 

Mmmfr 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARP 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
BimT*nUMiS*nii>ic 


ONE FELL SWOOP 


North-South vulnerable. South 


NORTH 
*543 
9Q872 
O A Q 10 2 
*K 8 

WEST ] 

* AQ 7 6 2 , 

UKJ54 S 

•>8 


EAST 
*KJ 108 
UA63 
097654 

*3 


SOUTH 
*9 
0109 
OK J 3 

*AQJ 10 974 

» ? bid ding: 

UTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* 1* Dbl* 4* 

5* Pass Pass Pass 
'Negative 

Opening lead: Ace or* 

Bridge is not an easy game «. 
play well To scan with, during the 
auction you have only 15 words 
available I the numbers 1 through 7 
the (our suits and no trump, pat®’ 
double and redouble! with which to 
describe zillions or hands An 
defender* in the play, you might 
have only one chance with which to 
direct the defense, and if you don’t 
seize it. it amid be too late. Easi- 
West gave a stellar defensive per- 


formance on this deal 

After North’s Negative Double, 
which showed the unhid suits. East 
did well lo force the opposition to 
guess at a high level hy jumping to 
four spades. Since the vulnerability 
was favorable, the game could not 
be hurt badly and. in fact, with best 
defense will fail by no more than a 
trick. 

West led the ace of spades. Since 
West was marked with a Gve-card 
mnt for the overcall, East knew that 
uiere was only ooe trick ta be had 
in spades. If you take a look at the . 
full diagram, you will see it is 
imperative that West switch to a 
heart now. After any ocher return. 
Declarer can win, draw trumps 
discard a heart loser on the fourth 
diamond. 

Easi found an excellent method 
to convey this to partner — under 
spades East damped the 
tang* That could not be a come-on 
ror spades: East could have con- 
veyed that message by following 
with a middling spado. Instead, it 
naa to be a suiL-profcrencc signal, 
showing values in the higher of oth- 
er two plain suits — in this case 
□earls. 

West, showing touching faith ip 
partners signal, made life easy for 
tnst by switching tn the kino of 
hearts, followed by the jack. The 
defenders took the fin* three tricks 
lor down one. 


CINEMA 


,:634144 


PHILADELPHIA "1” 

Diane Keaton, Goldie Hawn 
& Bette Midler ... in 

THE FIRST 
WIVES CLUB 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA "2” 

BALTO 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15 


DANTE’S PEAK 


Shows: 8:30, 10:30 


"CINEMA TEL:699238 

PLAZA 

r 

Antonio Banderas.... in 

TOO MUCH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

101 DALMATIANS 

Show: 5:00 pjn. only 


f CINEMA TEL:677420 ^ 

^ CONCORD 

V w' 

CONCORD "l" 

Winner of 9 Oscars 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: 12:00. 3:00, 6:00. 9:00 

CONCORD "1” 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

v Shows: 3:30. 6:00 


Nabil & Hisham f s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

The actors are 
on annual leave 

The theatre will 
reopen July 2 , 1997 
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Opening of Jericho Stadium 
sees Jordan, Palestine draw 0-0 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In the first international soc- 
cer match in the Palestinian self rule areas 
in 30 years, the Kingdom's national team 
Friday drew 0-0 against their Palestinian 
counterpart in the match m arid ns the inau- 
guration of Jericho Stadium. 

More than 10,000 fans attended the 
match, scheduled to be attended by the 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat who 
deputised Saeb Ereikat, a member in the 
Palestinian Council of Ministers to attend. 

Jordanian referee Omar Bishrwai super- 
vised the match along with Walid Saadi and 
Ali Sitan. The construction of the SI .5 mil- 
lion stadium was financed by the Japanese 
government. 


Jordan’s team, which crossed the King 
Hussein Bridge into the West Bank Thurs- 
day evening after several days delay fol- 
lowing the refusal of the Israeli embassy in 
Amman to grant them visas. 

The 3 1 -man delegation, headed by 
His ham Asfour, secretary' general of Jor- 
dan's Soccer Federation (JSF), is expected 
to tour Palestinian cities in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. However, do matches are 
expected against any Israeli teams. 

In the past two years, Jordanian and 
Palestinian soccer teams exchanged visits 
and held several matches. Jordan’s A1 Wih- 
dat, Al Faisal] and A1 Jazireh played sever- 
al games in Gaza, Hebron and other cities. 

In 1995, the Israeli Arab soccer team of 
Kfar Kana visited Jordan and played two 
matches against AJ Wihdat and AI Faisali. 


Dawood keeps lead in speed test 

AMMAN (J-Tl — Jordan’s Drivers Open Champion Ahuagd Dawood kept his reign atop the 
Pepsi Speed Test Championship wiih 89 points although’ he came in No. 13 in the Pepsi 
Speed Test Friday organised by the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan (RACJ.) Yasser Jarrar 
came second with 79 points and Yanal Qomoq came third with 76 points. Dawood, in a Nis- 
san Bluebird SSS, clocked 02:58.28 and faced a slight accident to his car in the third 
nm.Gaiih Btibeisi clocked the best time in the final result of the Pepsi Speed Test with 
02:37.01 in his Toyota Starlet TRD. 


China leads 6th Asian Women’s 
Handball Championship 


By Roufan Nahhas 
and Kbaled Harb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — China held on 
to first place with 6 points 
after beating Taipei 32-12 
111-4) Friday while title- 
holders South Korea over- 
took Uzbekistan 41-16 (24- 
8) on the third day of the 
6th Asian Women’s Hand- 
ball Championship cur- 
rently underway at Al Hus- 
sein Youth City’s Sports 
Palace. 

The Chinese ream dis- 
played total teamwork and 
played flawlessly feeling 
comfortable with then- 
team’s results so far. 

China established the 
pressure on the Taipei 
defence who looked disor- 
ganised and slow in han- 
dling the ball. 

Depending on the wings 
for more attacks the Chi- 
nese team ended the first 
half 11-4. 

China had total control 
ending the match 32-12. 

In earlier matches, China 
beat Japan 27-22 (11-13) 
Uzbekistan 29-21 (14-9) . 

China will meet South 
Korea on Monday in a Long 
awaited match expected to 
be one of the strongest in 
the championship. 

Asian champs South 
Korea are in the second 
place with four points after 
beating Uzbekikan in an 
easy match 41-16. 

South Korea displayed 
professional skills against 
Uzbekistan and took con- 
trol from the beginning to 
finish the first half 24-8. 

Uzbekistan tried to take 
control of the match bur the 
experience and the quick 
movement of the Korean 
players put all then- 
attempts on halL 

Uzbekistan finally sur- 
rendered to the Korean 
with 41-16. 

Japan is in the second 
place with two points after 


beating Taipei 25-12 (12-7) 
Thursday and losing to 
China in a fast paced match 
27-22 U M3). 

Held under the patronage 
of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sumayya Bint Al 
Hassan, the competition 
groups top teams including 
South Korea. Japan. China, 
Uzbekistan and Chinese 
Taipei. Kazakhstan 

declined participation for 
financial reasons. 


The top three teams in 
the competition will quali- 
fy for the World Champi- 
onship due to be held in 
Auguk in Germany. 

While the Kingdom is 
hosting the event, the Jor- 
danian team will not take 
part in the competition. 
However, the national team 
may have the chance to 
play some friendly matches 
against some of the visiting 
teams. 


Schedule of matches 
(At 4 30 pan. and 6.15 pan.) 

Saturday Japan vs. Uzbekistan 

(at 6.15 p.m.) 

Sunday Japan vs. South Korea ‘ 

Taipei vs. Uzbekistan 
Monday China vs. South Korea 


Standings 


Team P 
China 3 
S. Korea 2 
Japan 2 
Uzbek. 2 
Taipei 3 


W D 

3 


GF GA Pts 
88 55 6 

86 26 4 

47 39 2 

37 70 - 

34 102 - - 


Salma Inter. Flowers JuXIaJI 

J 




tin Utaiwk Madina M. Sued TdduDlUK -4 
Swffia: AlAwaKottJ — T«5duu858S3 


International 
Traders 

are back in 

^ j ^ " CYPRUS 

■ Weekly charters every Triday, from JD199 only 
For more information, please call us at 607014 



What 
they ’re 
saying at 
Roland 
Garros 


• Long haul for Amanda: 
Beaten women's singles 
semi-finalist Amanda 


Coetzerjust loves to go for 
a long jog to keep her in 
trim on her day off, but 
she’s been clocking up the 
miles in die air too. Since 
January, the diminutive 
South African has logged 
some 88.000km on her 
way to and from tourna- 
ments. That's about 3fc50 
miles (550 km) a dS 
Dubbed the ’little assas- 
sin’ — she stands justSft 
2in ( 1 m 57) tall - — Coetter 
has played 74 tour match- 
es this year, more than any 
other player. And she has 
beaten Steffi Graf three 
times in the process, end- 
ing the German's tide 
dreams here in the quarter- 
finals. 

* Making a, - sharp exit: 
Marcdo: Rios -told his 
coach he wanted to return 
home to Chile as soon as 
possible after losing his 
fourth-round match to 
Hicham Arazi. Two tickets 
in Rios’ name were swiftly 
reserved for a' flight home 
{just hours after he came 
off court. The confident 
Chilean had originally 
reserved tickets for Sun- 
day, expecting to reach the 
men’ssingles final. 

Trigging at the heart- 
| strings: One of the dozen 
racket stringers here 
received an unusual 
request from a fan with a 
big weakness for Ameri- 
can doubles star Gigi Fer- 
nandez. The fan offered 
the stringer a 200 Franc 
note (about $30) to let him 
kiss the player's racket. 
The request was granted 
= — and the lovesick fan got 
to keep his cash. 

• Best Quote — “It's like 
comparing night and day." 
Monica Seles, asked to 
rate the styles of Martina 
Hingis and former World 
No. I Steffi Graf. 


Bruguera, Kuerten reach French final 


PARIS (AFP) — Sergi 
Bruguera moved one 
match away from a third 
French Open singles 
crown here on Friday 
when he saw off a mag- 
nificent challenge from 
Australia’s Patrick Rafter 
to score a 6-7 (6/S) 6-1.7- 
5, 7-6 (7/1) and reach 
Sunday's final. 

The match, playing in 
sweltering heat, lasted 
2hrs 52mins. 

The 26-year-old 
Spaniard, the sixteenth 
and last-surviving seed 
left in the draw, will now 
play Gustavo Kuerten of 
Brazil who earlier defeat- 
ed Belgian qualifier Filip 
Dewulf 6-1, 3-6, 6-1, 7-6 
(7/4). 

Bruguera. a winner here 
in 1993 and 1994, turned 
the match around on a 
dramatic third set when 
he stormed back to win 
five games in a row after 
trailing 2-5. 

And" although the 24- 
year-old Queenslander 
showed tremendous char- 
acter to come back after 
going behind to an early 



Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil in action during his match 
against Filip Dewulf of Belgium in the semi final of the 
French Open at Roland Garros stadium (Reuters 
photo) 


service break to hold two 
set points in the fourth — 
the Spaniard's looping 
top-spin from the baseline 
and bullet passing shots 
eventual ly made the dif- 
ference. 

Bruguera. winner of 14 
career ATP titles — all but 
one of them on day. is 
looking for his first tour- 
nament victory since 
Prague in 1994. 

His ranking plunged to 
81st last season alter sus- 
taining an ankle injury but 
this year he has climbed 
back to 1 9th after reach- 
ing two finals — at Milan 
and Key Biseayne. 

Rafter, who was dearly 
the favourite of the 
packed centre-court 
crowd for his non- slop 
aggression — the likes of 
which has not been seen 
on the red clay Roland 
Garros showcourl since 
John McEnroe's famous 
loss to Ivan Lendl in the 
19S4 final. 


Thrust team reach 860 kph, 
retreat from desert heat 


By Roufan Nahhas 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Britain’s land speed 
record challengers packed up their jet- 
propelled supercar on Thursday after 
sweltering heat and the state of a 
desert test track made further speed 
trials in Jordan impossible. 

The Thrust Supersonic team, who 
had hoped the car would reach speeds 
in Jordan close to the world record of 
1,019.44 kph (633.47 miles per hour), 
said their fastest run so far of 860 kph 
(540 mph) ou Wednesday had dam- 
aged the car’s suspension. 

The team was preparing for a Sep- 
tember assault in the United States on 
the world speed record and the speed 
of sound (about 750 mph/1,200 kph). 

“It is now quite clear that we have 
gone as fast as we can on the Jafr 
desert,” team leader and current world 
record holder Richard Noble said in a 
statement. 

He said the desert mud-flats of A I 
Jafr. about 200 km (125 miles) south 
of Amman, were too rough for the car 
to go any faster and even early morn- 


ing temperatures were rapidly becom- 
ing too hot to drive the car safely. 

Bur he declared the trials in Jordan a 
success and vowed the car would be in 
good shape to take on a U.S. rival in 
the Nevada desen in September in a 
head-to-hcad challenge. 

“The Jordan testing is done — we 
are ready to so to the U.S-” said 
Noble. 

Last November Noble had to scram- 
ble to save his 1 0-tonne car from flash 
floods on the same Al Jafr test track. 

On Wednesday the car's rear sus- 
pension was damaged when a bracket 
failed during the 540mph run. 

*'I am confident that with a strength- 
ened bracket, this car is capable of 
supersonic speeds on the smoother 
surface of the Black Rock Desen in 
Nevada.” said British fighter pilot 
.Andy Green, who has been driving Lhe 
Thrust car on the !6-km 1 1 0-mile) AI- 
Jafr test track. 

The 16.5-meire (54- foot) car. pow- 
ered by two jet engines from a Phan- 
tom warplane, has a maximum design 
speed of 850 mph ( 1 .360 kph ) but has 
so far failed to match the bold predic- 


tions of its designers. 

It will be airlifted back to Britain on 
a giant Antonov 124 transport plane. 

Noble is racing to claim the record 
before U.S. driver Craig Breedlove, 
who had to postpone his own chal- 
lenge last year when his car. the Spir- 
it of America, was damaged in a high 
speed accident in the black rock 
desert. 

A world record was never on the 
cards in Al Jafr because the track was 
not long enough. 

To notch up a record the car's speed 
must be measured over the same 1 .6 
km l.l mile) track on two separate 
runs, in opposite directions. At 600 
mph the car. even with powerful 
brakes and the parachute, needs about 
seven miles to slow down. 

Last word from the world land speed 
record holder to Jordan. 

"We would like to thank His 
Majesty King Hussien. HRH Prince 
Faisal, the Royal Jordanian Air Force, 
the Jordanian people and our sponsors 
Royal Jordanian Airlines who made it 
possible." he told the Jordan Times. 


FOR RENT 

New 4-bedroom house for rent, furnished or 
unfurnished in the prestigious neighbourhood of 
Dabouq - West Amman, bay windows, 
fireplace, bright basement, attic-room, red roof, 
telephone and more. 

Call 5411044 
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WITH JOY CONSULTANTS 
We help you immigrate to Canada, onr 
Consulting Fee is USS 5.600.00 plus Government 
and Landing Fee You may avoid to pay all those 
fees, and have your application processed 

FREE 

Please write or fax ns, and provide your name, 
address, telephone and fax number, so we can 
send you all the details. 


P.O.Box 437, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H4Z 1 J7| 
Tel: ( 514 ) 8768865 Fax: ( 514 ) 8768867 
E Mail : Joyconsu @ total, net 


BADIA D/SCOmr BOUTIQUE 



Ext of Rainbow st. between AI Safadi Mosque 
and Bani Hamida - Jabal Amman Tel. 657094 


A new concept in shopping 

SAVE UP TO 5096 

and more on ... 

Womens Wear - Maternity wear 
& Childrens wear at a big discount 
on prices all year through .... 


Exceptional power needs. Exceptional power systems, 



From a rural greenhouse to a remote 
construction site in the desert, Cat® 
electrical power generation systems 
provide the power you need, whenever 
and wherever you need it. 

Prime power, standby power, peak 
shaving or whatever special application 
you may have, you can rely on Cat and 
your Cat dealer. 
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CATERPILLAR 




JORDAN TRACTOR 
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MUMM - Cordon Rouge 

Brut Champagne 



on Wholesale Prices 

Please, come in person and 
bring your 

WEDDING INVITATION CARD 

(Hopefulls !! , specials are also available on 
other Seagram & Absolut products). 

OFFER VALID TILL 30 JUNE 1997 
call -. Uinon Marketing Group at 670002 
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ISRAELIS AG A tN ST OCCUPATION: A left-wing Israeli woman, flanked by small Israeli and 
Palestinian flags, demonstrates against 30 years of Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories Thursday. 
The dozens of women dressed in black clothing also called for an end of Israeli occupation of east 
Jerusalem in the week of the 30th anniversary of the 1967 Middle East war and the occupation of east 
Jerusalem from Jordanian forces (Photo by Reuters) 


U.N. draft would bill Israel 
$1.7m against Cana damage 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
A resolution was introduced 
in a U.N. committee 
Thursday requiring Israel to 
pay more than $1.7 million 
for damage resulting from its 
shelling of a U.N. base at 
Cana, in southern Lebanon, 
last year in which about 100 
civilians taking refuge were 
killed 

The resolution was submit- 
ted to the General Assembly's 
administrative and budgetary 
committee by Tanzania on 
behalf of the so-called “group 
of 77” developing countries 
— now totalling 132 mem- 


bers — and China. 

Under the draft, still subject 
to negotiation in the commit- 
tee and eventual endorsement 
by the General Assembly. 
Israel would have to pay 
$844,318 for damage to U.N. 
property directly attributable 
to the April 18, 1996, shelling 
and SSS0J00 for the reloca- 
tion of the Fijian battalion of 
the U.N. Interim Force In 
Lebanon (UNIFIL). which 
had been based at Cana. 

The draft would also rec- 
ommend that the General 
Assembly appropriate an as 
yet . undetermined sum for 


UNLf JUL’s budget for the peri- 
od July 1. 1997 to June 30, 
1998. 

Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan has proposed a budget 
of about $1 22 million for that 
12-month period. UNIFIL, 
established in 1978 and com- 
prising some 4,500 troops and 
490 civilians, has an accumu- 
lated deficit of about $177 
million because of unpaid 
assessments by U.N. mem- 
bers. 

A U.N. inquiry last year 
found that Israel's shelling of 
the Cana camp, during a drive 
against Hizbollah guerrillas 


who had fired rockets into 
northern Israel, was unlikely 
to have been the result of 
gross technical or procedural 
errors, though that could not 
be completely ruled out 
Israel said the camp, in 
which about 100 sheltering 
Lebanese civilians were 
killed and many wounded, 
was hit accidentally when 
artillery on the Israel- 
Lebanon border shelled posi- 
tions near the U.N. camp 
from which mortar fire had 
been directed at an Israeli 
patrol. 


Khartoum calls on imams 
mobilise support for ‘jihad 

khartoum (AFP) — 7ft wnimded in east Su 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan’s Islamic regime 
has called on imams to 
mobilise support for the 
“jihad” or holy war 
against rebel groups oper- 
ating in the south of the 
country, reports, said 
Friday.- ■ ■ ■ _ \ j 1 

. The Islamic regime 
came to power in 
Khartoum in 1989 has 
been fighting a long civil 
war against mainly 
Christian rebels. Earlier 
this year, . the ' 'rebels 
launched a new offensive 
taking ground from gov- 
ernment forces. 

On Thursday, officials 
from the ruling National 
Congress Party met lead- 
ing imams; urging them to 
use their influence to per- 
suade more yqung men to 
join the country's defence 
fdtces, reports said Friday. 

The imams should 
“sharpen the spirit of the 
jihad among the people to 
confront foreign aggres- 
sion,” one daily reported 
the officials as saying. 

The pro-government 
Alwan daily reported 
. Friday that “Eritrean 
troops, armed with Israeli- 
supplied heavy weapons,” 
were massing in positions 
facing the Sudanese bor- 
der 'tillages of Awad and 
Sabdarat “in preparation 
for an Imminent offensive 
on Sudanese territories.” 

No official confirmation 
has been made. Khartoum 
has in: --the past accused 
Washington and its neigh- 
bours Eritrea and Ethiopia 
of backing the anti-gov- 
ernment forces. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State for Africa George 
Moose last month urged 
the isolation of Sudan, 
calling the Khartoum’s 
National Islamic Front 
regime a supporter of 
“international terrorism.” 

Speaking to the U.S. 
senate foreign relations 
committee, Mr. Moose 
said that Washington’s 


iWkffled, 70 wounded in east Sudan 

KHAKIOtlM (AFP) — Two civilians -were ^ tolled md 

nK^pn^q.werewoandsd in roiiitaiy 

ffn S tiHirn, i government official was^quoted Th y 

-^^^O-Kocanic students were wounded in the recent 
and two others were killed by had 
fry Eritreans near .the Koranic schools, 

daily quoted the commissioner or 
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Hamashi 
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jfaar a militia “is.now stationed along 
■* - '■"* c - m J =-- 1 * with Eritrea. 

is - targeting the 
ruu because they constitute an asset to 
(Eritrean President) 

: be said. : - 

Hani^hkoui^is famous for its Koramc schools. 
Suda^^^^^oits pf jjhc Islamic ^regime in Khartoum 

folder and in the south of 


jinjinefo accuses Eritrea as well as 
’ barring the insurgents. 

fte area, Mbusa Hussein Dirar, 
"" " iforces as 



Evas?. iiw- -ilii-i: 

objectives were “clear and 
unequivocal: To isolate 
Sudan and to contain its 
support for insurgents and 
terrorists and to oblige the 
Sudanese government ... 
to change its domestic and 
international conduct.” 

Coming under increas- 
ing pressure from the 
rebels, the government 
recently announced that 
students who sat for 
exams last month would 
have to proceed to mili- 
tary training camps as of 
June 21, part of a series of 
measures aimed at boost- 
ing the numbers of young 
people joining up. 

In London Thursday the 
Sudanese opposition 
leader Sadeq A1 Mahdi 
claimed the Islamic-led 
government in Khartoum 
is showing “signs of 
weakness” and some gar- 
risons are considering 
deserting. 


made in; an interview that appeared 


Mr. Mahdi said democ- 
racy must be the basis for 
any settlement but that the 
opposition bad been 
forced into military action 
to topple the government 
“as a last resent.” 

The Khartoum-appoint- 
ed commissioner of south- 
ern Qoqriyal province, 
Paul John Akot, was quot- 
ed Friday as claiming that 
a “desperate attempt” by 
the main rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) to capture 
Qoqriyal town had been 
‘Toiled” by government 
troops, with the loss of 
500 rebels. 

In recent weeks the 
SPLA has attacked gov- 
ernment-held positions in 
south Sudan’s Bahrel 
Gfhazal state, reportedly 
seizing a number of 
towns, including Rumbek 
and Warab. 


Turkey’s tourism industry to 
lose out from casino closures 


TURKEY (AP) — The clo- 
sure of Turkey’s gambling 
casinos is a blow to die coun- 
try's $6-bilJion a year tourism 
industry, an industry 
spokesman said Friday. 

“The casinos should be 
tamed moved out of city cen- 
tres, but not closed” said 
Fehmi Kofteoglu, a 
spokesman for the Association 
of Turkish Travel Agencies. 

Parliament on Thursday 
approved a measure from the 
Islamist-led government dos- 


ing down all 76 casinos in 
Turkey in the next six months. 

Combined Turkey’s casinos 
bring in a third of the nation’s 
tourism revenues and employ 
about 17,000 people. “The loss 
of that revenue should be pre- 
vented” Mr. Kofteoglu said 
He said the tourism industry 
had pushed an alternative pro- 
posal to move casinos out of 
five-star hotels in cities and 
major reseats and into special 
“Las Vegas-type" areas. 

“The government made the 


casinojrlosure a political issue 
and wouldn’t budge,” he said 

The Islamist govemmenL 
which calls gambling a sin 
under Islam, has campaigned 
against it since taking office a 
year ago. They had support 
from secular officials who 
feared casinos were used for 
money laundering. 

The big winner from the clo- 
sures could be the de facto 
Turkish state in northern 
Cyprus, where there are 14 
casinos. 
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YOUR VOICE 
IS MY COMMAND. 




Saudi weekly owners fire editors 
over report about Mubarak’s sons 


CAIRO (AP) — A Saudi- 
owned weekly ha*, fired two 
Egyptian editors over a report 
about rumours of corruption 
by two businessmen sons of 
Egypt's president. 

A source close to the case 
said Friday Al-ladida’s pub- 
lishers destroyed all copies of 
the magazine in its printing 
press in Jeddah. Saudi Arabii 
after President Hosni 
Mubarak's sons on Sunday 
threatened to sue for slander. 


The London-based weekly. 
AJ-Jadida. was scheduled to 
publish the article in its June 
30 issue, which reported 
rumours that Mubarak's sons. 
Ala and Gomal used their 
father's position to set up 
business monopolies. 

The magazine's executive 
Editor. Fawzia Salama. told 
the .Associated Press that she 
was fired Tuesday, apparently 
to appease the Egyptians. 

She said the magazine's 


owners, the London-based 
Saudi Research and 
Marketing house, also fired 
the arts director. Gamal 
Ismaiel. 

“I am still in shock. There* 
were no bad intentions in 
defame the president's sons." 
she said in a telephone inter- 
view from London where she 
and Mr. Ismaiel are based 

Salama said she plans to 
return to Cairo to dear her 
name. 
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TOTAL OF 8 IRISH VOTES ON THEIR WAY TO PROCESSING: An Irish 
policeman carries a ballot box off County Donegal's Inishfree after the 
island’s eight voters had cast their votes in the country's general election on 
Friday. Early polls showed a centre-right alliance is poised to topple Prime 
Minister John Bruton (Photo by Reuters) 
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Philips SparK VR introduces 

Voice Dial": 

Tell your SparK VR 
who you want to call. 

irs THAT EASY! 
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XJ2 tour in United 
States fails to live 
up to hype 

LOS ANGELES (R.I - 
Irish rock band U2’s ambi- 
tious ■“Popmart” stadium 
tour appears to have fallen 
short of its hype with at 
least two shows already 
cancelled possibly due to 
slow ticket sales. “About 
20 per cent of the dates 
have been less than over- 
whelming,” Paul 

Wasserman, U2*s publicist 
in Los Angeles said “One 
hopes for total capacity 

everywhere but that does- 
n’t always happen The 
band has cancelled a con- 
cert in Philadelphia sched- 
uled for Saturday. 
Wasserman said the move 
was due to a scheduling 
conflict with a Tibetan 
Freedom concert in New 
York but others claim slow 
ticket sales were behind the 
change of plans. 

Michael Kennedy’s 
wife urges end to 
babysitter probe 

BOSTON (R) — The wife 
of Michael Kennedy, under 
investigation for allegedly 
hating an affair with his 
family’s underage babysit- 
ter, said the probe against 
her estranged husband 
should be dropped. “Now 
that 1 have been inter- 
viewed by the district attor- 
ney’s office, 1 hope that the 
district attorney will con- 
clude that there is no rea- 
son to proceed further with 
this matter” Victoria 
Gifford Kennedy said in a 
statement released by her 
lawyer. The prosecutor 
reportedly has been putting 
pressure on witnesses to 
cooperate in the case. 
Victoria Gifford Kennedy, 
the daughter of sportscasier 
prank Gifford, told prose : 
cutors on Wednesday she 
had no knowledge of any 
mt\ between her husband 
and the babysitter while the 
hnh> sitter was under age, 
Bo'ion newspapers report- 
ed. 

Maxim’s French 
wines double 
forecast in auction 

PARIS (R) — In one of 
France's biggest wine 
sales, century-old Paris 
reMuurant Maxim's has 
auctioned off 8.000 of its 
100.000 bottles of great 
vintage wines that age had 
made too expensive for 
diners. Auctioneer Jacques 
Tuian told Reuters the sale 
netted more than nine mil- 
lion francs, almost dou- 
bling forecasts. The stars of 
I he auction were 12 bottles * 
ot 1945 Chateau Mouton- 
Rmhschild Pauillac bought 
for 532,000 francs by an 
unidentified German as a 
85th birthday gift to an 
American soldier who lib- 
erated his village in 1945. 

Flying raccoon 
knocks out 
Florida driver 


Authorised Distributor. A! Raed AJ-Ordeny Trading, Amman, Jordl^ek 


DAYTONA BE/ 
— A raccoon 
through the wind 
ti pickup truck. « 
the glass and kno 
(ruck driver unc 
the Daytona Beat 
Journal reported, 
'er s 19-year-o 
D.ivid Antienowic 
Meered the truck I 
I he newspaper s 
animal was ridii 
garbage truck wh« 
onto the windscre 
truck driven by Jo: 
Amienowicz, 39. ' 
euon came thro 
u mdshield of my i 
kniieked me out,' 
the newspaper. T 
Amienowicz regai 
Piousness after 
arrived. He was rre 
hospital for cuts i 
htoken glass but 
'•eriously hurt. 41 
credit belongs to 
He managed to tak 
"■ li] e truck and bi 
the side of the 

Amienowicz said, 
‘■■‘•on died. 







